NEHEMIAH. 


INTRODUCTION. 


In the earliest form of the He- 
brew Canon known to us the 
Books of Ezra and Nehemiah were 
united in one, under the name of 
“The Book of Ezra.”' After a 
while a division was made, and the 
two Books which we now recognise 
were distinguished as “the first” 
and “the second Book of Ezra.” * 
Later still—probably not till to- 
wards the close of the fourth cen- 
tury—the second Book of Ezra 
came to be known as “the Book of 
Nehemiah.” 5 

2, The Book of Nehemiah is 
composed of four quite distinct 
sections :— 

I.) Chs, i-vii. containing the 
record of the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes (or Bc. 445-444), but 
composed by Nehemiah at least 
twelve years later (v. 14). 

(II.) The second section of the 
work consists of clis. viii--x., and 
contains a narrative of some events 
belonging to the autumn of B.C. 
444, In this portion Nehemiah is 
spoken of in the third person ; lic 
is called “the Tirshatha,” whereas 
in the earlier chapters his title is 
always pechah (“ governor”) ; and 


1 See p. 569. 

2 By Origen (about A.D, 230). 

* By Jerome. 

* Nehemiah’s parenthetic prayers are 
wholly wanting in this section, His fa- 
vourite term for the “nobles” (Khorim) 
does not occur, The characteristic phrases 
**God of heaven,” and “the good han 
of God,” are absent. God is called ‘ Je- 
hovah” or ‘‘ Jehovah Elohim,” almost as 
often as simply ‘‘ Elohim,” whereas Nehe- 


Ezra holds the first and most pro- 
minent position. The style of this 
portion of the Book is markedly 
different from that of the earlier 
and later chapters ;! and critics 
are generally agreed that it is not 
from the hand of Nehemiah. Some 
assign it to Ezra; others conjec- 
ture Zadok (or Zidkijah), Nehe- 
miah’s scribe or secretary (xiii. 13), 
to have been the author. 

(III.) xi.-xii. 26, which consists 
of six important, lists. 

Lists 1 (xi. 1-24) and 2 (xi. 25- 
36) are probably either the work 
of Nehemiah himself or documents 
drawn up by his orders. 

Of the other lists (xii. 1-26) some 
may have been drawn up in the 
time (or even by the hand) of Ne- 
hemiah, and incorporated by him 
into his work as documents having 
an intrinsic value, though not con- 
nected very closely with the subject- 
matter of his history. But the list 
in ev. 10, 11 cannot in its present 
shape have proceeded from Lis 
hand, or from that of a contempo- 
rary, since it mentions Jaddua, 
who lived about a century later 
than Nehemiah’ Neither can 


miah uses Jehovah” and ‘Jehovah Elo- 
him,” only once, each of them (i. 5, v. 
13). express mention of the Law of 
Moses, rare with Nehemiah (only xiii. 1), 
is constant in this section. 

® Jaddua’s High-priesthood is placed by 
some between B.c. 366 and 336; but Juse- 
phus brings down his date to B.c. 333, 
since he makes him meet Alexander after 

s8us, 
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ue. 23 intruded between the 
fifth and sixth lists—lists closely 
interconnected — belong to Nehe- 
miah’s time, since they contain a 
mention of both Jaddua and Darius 
Codomannus, his contemporary. ° 
Possibly, the list in question and 
the intruded verses may have pro- 
ceeded from the same hand. 

The section may therefore be re- 
garded as the compilation of Nehe- 
miah himself, with the exception 
of vv, 11, 22, 23, which must have 
heen added a century later. Or, it 
was first added at that period. In 
either case the writer must equally 
he considered to have drawn the 
lists from contemporary State ar- 
chives (see xii. 23). 

(IV.) xii 27-end. This section 
contains anaccount of thededication 
of the wall, and of certain reforms 
which Nehemiah effected after his 
return from Babylon in Bc, 432— 
431. It is allowed on all hands to 
be, in the main, the work of Nehe- 
miah,’ and written soon after the 
events—probably in Bc. 431 or 
430. 

It is perhaps on the whole most 


99 


aay 


6 This is the usual identification of 
‘Darius the Persian” (xii. 22, see note). 
The expression, ‘‘ the Persian,” is proba- 
bly an indication that the passage was 
written after the Greek rule had set in, or 
later than B.c. 331, 
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probable that the various sections 
composing the “ Book of Nehe- 
miah” were collected by Nehemiah 
himself, who had written, at any 
rate, two of them (i—vii. 5, xii.27- 
xiii, 31). Having composed these 
two separate memoirs, and having 
perhaps drawn up also certain lists, 
he adopted from without an ac- 
count of some religious transac- 
tions belonging to his first period, 
and, inserting this in its proper 
place, pretixed to the whole work 
the title, “ The words of Nehemiah, 
the son of Hachaliah,” as fitly de- 
signating its main contents. His 
work, thus formed, was subse- 
quently added to by Jaddua, or a 
writer of that time, who inserted 
into it xii 11, 22, 23. Or, possi- 
bly, this late writer may first have 
formed the Beok into a whole. 
The date of the compilation would, 
in the former case, be about B.c. 
430; in the latter, about a century 
later. 

The authenticity of the history 
contained in the Book of Nehemiah 
is generally admitted : and the con- 
dition of the text is generally good. 


7 It possesses such characteristics of his 
style and manner as the designation of 
God exclusively by the name of Elohin, 
the use of parenthetic prayers (xiii. 14, 22, 
29, 31), the exact knowledge of localities 
(xii. 31-39), &c. 


THE BOOK 
oF 
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Cuap. 1. THES words of *Nehemizh the son of IHachaliah. YAnd 
it came to pass in the month Chislou, in the twenticth year, as I 
2 was in Shushan the palace, that Hanani, one of my brethren, 
caine, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them con- 
cerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the cap- 
3 tivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto me, The 
remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are 
in great affliction and reproach: ’the wall of Jerusalem also ¢7s 
4 broken down, and the gates thoreof are burned with fire. (J And 
it came to pass, when I had heard these words, that I sat down 
and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed 
5 before the God of heaven, and said, I beseech thee, 40 Lorp 
God of heaven, the great and terrible God, ‘that keepceth 
covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his 
6 commandments: let thine car now be attentive, and /thine cyes 
open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I 
pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants, and %confess the sins of the children of Israel, 
which we havo sinned against thee: both I and my father’s 
7 house have sinned. “Wo have dealt very corruptly against 
thee, and haye ‘not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, 
nor the judgmonts, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 
8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst 
thy servant Moses, saying, *Z7f yo transgress, I will scatter you 
9 abroad among the nations: ‘but 7f ye turn unto me, and keep 
my commandments, and do them; “though there were of you 
cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, ye¢ will I gather 
them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I 
19 have chosen to set my name there. 
vants and thy people, whom thou_hast redeemed by thy great 
11 power, and by thy strong hand. O Lord, I beseech thee, ° let 
now thine car be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to 
the prayer of thy servants, who ?desire to fear thy name: and 
prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy 
in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s ?cupbearer. 


@ ch, 10. 1. 


bch. 2. 17, 
¢ 2Kin,25.10, 


“Dan. 9. 4, 
¢ Ex, 20. 6. 


f1 Kin,9.28, 
29. 
2 Chr. 6. £0, 


Dan. 9.17,19, 
¥ Dan, 9. 20, 


’ Ps, 100. 6. 
Dan. 9, 5. 
t Deut.23, 15, 


k Lov, 28. A, 


& 23. Gf. 
! Lov. 26. 29, 


&e. 
Deut. 4. 29, 


" Now these are thy ser- 30, 31 


> 
& 30, 2, 
m™ Deout.30,4, 
* Deut. 9, 29, 
Dan, 9, 15, 
* ver. G6. 
P Isai. 26. 8. 
Heb, 13. 15, 
ach. 2. 1. 


I. 1. The rords of Nehemiah the son of 
Hachaliah| The prophetical books com- 
mence generally with a title of this kind 
(see Jer. i. 1); but no other extant Histori- 
enl Buok begins thus. Nehemiah, while 
attaching his work to Iszra, pemiaps marked 
in this manner the poin‘: at which his own 
composition commenced. See Introd. p. 592. 

Chisteu] The ninth month, corresponding 
to the end of November and beginning of 
December. 

in the twenticth year] i.e. of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus (B.c. 465-425). Cp. ii. 1. 

Shushan the palace] Cp. Esth. i. 2, 5 &e. ; 
Dan. viii. 2, Shushan, or Susa, was the 
ordinary residence of the Persian kings. 
*The palace” or acropolis was a distinct 


quarter of the city, occupying an artificial 
eminence, 

2. Hanani seems to have been an actual 
brother of Nehemiah (vii. 2). 

8. The attempt to rebuild the wall in the 
time of the Pseudo-Smerdis (Ezra iv. 12-24) 
had been stopped. It still remained in 
ruins. ‘The Assyrian sculptures show that 
it was the usual practice to burn the 
gates. 

4, the God of heaven] This title of the 
Almighty, which is Persian rather than 
Jewish (see 2 Chr. xxxvi. 23; Ezra i. 2 note, 
vi. 10, vii. 12, 21), is a favourite one with 
Nehemiah, who had been born and brought 
up in Persia. 

11. A Persian king had numercu; cup- 
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Cyapv. 2, AND it camo to passin the month Nisan, in the twenticth 
rear of “Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and 

I took up the wine, and gave tt unto the king. Now I had not 

2 been beforetime sad in his presence. Whercfore the king said 
unto me, Why és thy countenance sad, card thou art not sick ? 
this is nothing e¢/se but ‘sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore 

3 afraid, and said unto the king, ¢Let the king live for ever: why 
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« Ezra 7.1. 
belie 


¢ Prov.15.13. 
1 Kin.1.31, 


ae ie should not my countenance be sad, when ‘the city, the place of 
£6. 6, 21. my futhors’ sepulchres, licth waste, and the gates thereof are 
ech, 1.63, 


4 consumed with fire? Then the king said unto me, For what 
dost thou mako request? SolI prayed to the God of heayen. 
5 And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy ser- 
vant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send ine 
unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may 
G build it. And the king said unto me, (the ' queen also sitting 


by him,) For how long shall thy journey be’ ond when wilt 


thou return ? 


fobs. 1b 7fatime. Morcover 


& 13. 6, 


So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him 
saa unto the king, If it please the king, 

lct letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, that 
8 they may convey me over till I come into 


udah; and a letter 


unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give 
me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which 


ach. 3. 7. 


& Ezra 8. 5. 
& 7. 6, 9, 28. 
ver, 13, 


letters. 
10 men with ine. 


appertained 9to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for 
the house that I shall enter into. 
9 *according to the good hand of my God upon me. {Then I came 
to the governors boyond the river, and gave them the king’s 
Now tho king had sent captains of the army and horse- 
When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the 


And the king granted me, 


l Web. wife. 


hearers, each of whom probably discharged 
the office in his turn. 

__IE. 1. Nisan was the name given by the 
Persian Jews tothe month previously called 
*“Abib,” the first month of the Jewish 
year, or that which followed the vernal 
ere It fell four months after Chisleu 
i 


the twentieth year] As Artaxerxes as- 

cended the throne in B.c. 465, his twentieth 
year would correspond to B.c. 445-444, 
_ & Twas very sore afraid] A Persian sub- 
ject was expected to be perfectly content so 
long as he had the happiness of being with 
his king. <A request to quit the court was 
thus a serious matter. 

8. the city...of my fathers’ sepulchres] We 
niay conclude from this that Nehemiah was 
of the tribe of Judah, as Eusebius and Je- 
rome say that he was. 

4. I prayed to the God of heaven] Mentally 


and momentarily, before answering the fi 


kine. 

G. the queen] Though the Persian kinga 
practised polygamy, they had always one 
chief wife, who alone was recognised as 
“queen.” The chief wife of Longimanus 
waz Damaspia. 

I at him a time] Nehemiah appears to 
have stayed at Jerusalem twelve years from 
his first arrival (v. 14); but he can scarcely 


have mentioned so long a term to the king. 
Probably his leave of absence was prolonged 
from time to time. 

8. the king’s forest] Rather, park. The 
word used (pardes ; ep. mapdSe.ros, found only 
here, in Eccl. ii. 5, and in Cant. iv, 13), is 
of Persian, or at any rate of Aryan origin. 
The Persians sigmified by pariyadeza a 
walled enclosure, prnatnented with trees, 
either planted or of natural growth, and 
containing numerous wild animals. The 
‘* paradise ” here mentioned must have been 
in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, and 
may have corresponded to the earlier ‘‘gar- 
dens of Solomon.” 

the palace] Rather, ‘ the fortress.” ‘The 
word in the original has the double mean- 
ing of “palace” and “fortress,” the fact 
being that in ancient times palaces were 
always fortified. ‘The fortress which ap- 
pertained to the house” or Temple is here 
rst spoken of. Under the Romans it was 
called ‘* Antonia.” 

10. The name Sanballat is probably Ba- 
bylonian, the first element being the same 
which commences ‘ Sennacherib,”’ viz. 
‘*Sin,”” the Moon-God, and the second 
balatu, ‘ eminent” () which is found in 
the rnp cee name, Bel-balatu. As a Ho- 
ronite, he was probably a native of one of 
the Bethhorons, the upper or the lower 
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servant, the Ammonite, heard of ié, it grieved them exccedingly 
that there was come a man to seck the welfare of the children of 
11Isracl. QSoTI‘came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 
12 And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither 
told I any man what ny God had put in my heart to do at Jeru- 
salem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast that 
13Irodeupon. And I went out by night *by the gate of the valley, 
even before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the 
walls of Jerusalem, which were 'broken down, and the gates 
14 thereof were consumed with fire. Then I went on to the “gate 
of the fountain, and to the king’s pool: but t/ere was no place 
15 for the beast thut was under me to pass. ‘hen went I up in the 
night by the "brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and 
16 entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned. And the 
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‘ Ezra 8, 32. 


& 2 Chr. 26,9. 
ch. 3. 13. 


ch. 1. 3. 


& ver. 17. 
” ch, 3. 13. 


n2 Sam. 135. 


Jor. 31. 40, 


rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as 
yet told i to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor 


17 to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work. 


Then said I 


unto them, Ye sec the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem 
lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, 
and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more 


18 °a reproach. 


nor momorial, in Jerusalem. 


Cuap. 3, TILIEN ¢Eliashib the high pricst rose up with his brethren 
the priests, ‘and they builded the sheep gate; they sanctified it, 


(see Josh. xvi. 3, 5; 2 Chr. viii. 5), and 
therefore born within the limits of the old 
kingdom of Samaria. Tobiah seems to have 
been an Ammonite slave, high in the favour 
of Sanballat, whom he probably served as 
secretary (vi. 17-19) and chief adviser. 

it grieved them] Cp. Ezra iv. 4-24, v. 6- 
17.. The revival of Jerusalem_as a great 
and strong city, which was Nehemiah’s 
aim, was likely to interfere with the pro- 
sperity, or at any rate the eminence, of 
Samaria. 

13. the gate of the valley] A gate opening 
on the vallev of Hinnom, which skirted Je- 
rusalem to the west and south. The exact 
position is uncertain ; 2s is also that of ‘‘the 
dragon well.”’ 

the dung port] The gate by which offal 
and excrements were conveyed out of the 
city, and placed eastward of the valley- 
yate. 

14. the gate of the fountain] A gate on the 
eastern side of the ‘'yropceon valley, not far 
from the pool of Siloam (probably ‘the 
Auge pool.”? Cp. iii, 15). 

15. the sare The Kidron watercourse, 
which skirted the city on the east. 


Then I told them of ?the hand of my God which 
was good upon me; as also the king’s words that he had spoken 
untome. And they said, Let us mse up and build. 

19 ¢strengthened their hands for this good tor. 
ballat the Hloronite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and 
Gieshem the Arabian, heard 7¢, they "laughed us to scorn, and 
despised us, and said, What 73 this thing that ye do ? ‘will ye 

20 rebel against the king? Then answered I thei, and said unto 
them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his 
servants will arise and build: ‘but ye have no portion, nor right, 


So they 
q But when San- 


@ ch, 12,10, 
b Juhn 6. 2 


turned back] i.e. he turned eestieard, and 
having made the circuit of the city, re-en- 
tered by the valley-gate. 

16, the rulers} ‘The principal authorities 
of the city, in the absence of the specizl 


vernor. 

the vest that did the work] i.e. ‘‘the labour- 
ing class that (afterwards) actually built 
the wall.” 

18. the king's words] These have not been 
given; but the royal permission to restore 
the walls is implied in ii. 5, 6. 

19. Geshem the Arabian] The eve 
that Sargon peopled Samaria in part wit 
an Arab colony explains why Arats should 
have oppose! the fortification of Jerusalem. 

III. 1. Eliashib (cp. marg. ref.) was the 
grandson of Joshua, the High-Priest con- 
temporary with Zerubbabel. 

the sheep gate) This was a gate in the 
eastern wall, not far from the pool of Beth- 
esda, marg. ref., which was perhaps origin- 
ally a sheep-pool. 

ihe exact line which the writer follows 
in describing the circuit of the wall will 
probably be always a matter of dispute. 
According to the view here taken, the line 
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€ ch, 12. 30. 


4 Jor. 31. 38, r 
Zech. 14. 10, hin builded ¢the men of Jericho. 
¢ Ezra 2. 34. ; ° 
f2Chr.33.11. 3 Zaccur the son of Imari. 

ch. 12. 39. 

Zeph. 1. 10. 


# Sce ch. 6.1. 
&7.1. 


o£ Koz. 


& Judg. 3. 23. 
ich. 12, 39. 


4 the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 
noxt unto them repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah, the son 
And next unto them repaired Meshullam the son of 
Berechiah, the son of Meshezabeel. 
5 paired Zadok the son of Baana. 
koites repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to ‘the 
6 work of their Lord. J Morcover ‘the old gate repaired Jchoiada 
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and set up the doors of it; ‘even unto the tower of Meah they 
2 sanctified it, unto the tower of @Ianancel. 


And 'next unto 
And next to them builded 
q/But the fish gate dil the sons of 


Ulassonaah build, who also laid the beams thereof, and %set up 


And 


And next unto them re- 
And next unto them the Te- 


the son of Paseah, and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah; they 
laid the beams thereof, and set up the doors thereof, and the 


7 locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 


And next unto them re- 


paired Molatiah the Gibconite, and Jadon the Meronothito, the 


& ch, 2, 8. i T 
8 on this side the river. 


men of Gibecon, and of Mizpoh, unto the *throno of the governor 
Next unto him repaired Uyziel the son 


of Harhaiah, of tho goldsmiths. Next unto him also repaired 
Hananiah the son of one of the apothecaries, and they fortified 


¥ ch. 12. 38, 


9 Jorusalem unto the !broad wall. 


And next unto them repaired 


Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of tho half part of Jeru- 


10 snlem. 


And next unto them repaired Jedaiah the son of IIaru- 


maph, eyon oyeragainst his house. And next unto him repaired 
11 Hattush the son of Hashabniah. Malchijah the son of Ilarim, 
and Hashub the son of Pahath-moab, repaired the ‘other picee, 


1 Web. ad his hand, 


2 Or, left Terusalem unto 


3 Heb. second measure. 


the broud wail. 


described commences near the pool of 
Bethesda, on the east of the city, and is 
traced thence, first, northwards, then west- 
wards, then southwards, and finally east- 
wards, as far as the pool of Siloam (r. 15). 
From this point, it seems to the writer of 
this note that the line of the over wall is 
not followed, but, instead of this, the inner 
wall of the ‘city of David,” which in- 
cluded the Temple, is traced. This wall is 
followed northwards from the pool of 
Siloam, past the “sepulchres of David” 
and Hezekiah’s pool to the ‘ armoury ” (z. 
19) at its north-west corner; itis then fol- 
lowed eastwards to ‘ the tower which lieth 
out from the king’s house” (¢. 28); from 
this it is carried southwards, along the 
western edge of the Kidron valley to the 
*areat tower which lieth out ” (7. 27), and 
then south-westwards to the point at which 
it commenced near Siloam (x 27). The 
specia) wall of the ‘city of David” being 
thus completed, the writer finishes his en- 
tire account by filling up the small interval 
between the north-east angle of this fortifi- 
cation and the ‘sheep-gate” (rr. 28-32), 
from which he started, 

they sanctified it] The priests commenced 
the work with a formal ceremony of conse- 
eration, When the work was completed, 
there was a solemn dedication of the entire 
circuit (see xii. 27-43). 

The tower of Hananeel is often men- 


tioned ; that of Meah, or rather Hammeah, 
or “the Hundred,” in Nehemiah only. 
Both towers must have been situated to- 
wards the north-eastern corner of the city. 

2. The people of each provincial tewn 
were set to work for the most part on the 
portion of the wall nearest their city. Thus 
“the men of Jericho,” were employed at 
the north-east corner of Jerusalem. 

8. the fish gate] The gate through which 
fish from the Jordan and the Sea of Galilee 
entered Jerusalem; a gate in the north 
wall, a httle to the east of the modern Da- 
mascus gate. 

locks] The word used (here and in rv. 6, 
18-15) is thought to mean rather a “ cross- 
bar” than a lock, while that translated 
bars” is rerarded as denoting the ‘“hooks”’ 
or “catches” which held the cross-bar at 
its two ends, 

5. Tekoites] See 2 Sam. xiv. 2 note, 

6, the old gate] Either the modern Da- 
masceus gate, the main entrance to the city 
on the north side; or a gate a little further 
eastward. 

7. unto the throne &c.] ‘The meaning is 
thought to be “the men of Gibeon and Miz- 
pah, who, though they worked for Nehe- 
miah, were not under his government, but 
belonged to the jurisdiction of the governor 
on this side the river.” 

ll. the other picce| Rather, “ another 
piece ”’ (as in rv, 19, 21, 27, 30). It is con- 
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12 ™and the tower of the furnaces. And next unto him repaired 
Shallum the son of Ifalohesh, the ruler of the half part of Jeru- 
13 salom, he und his daughters. "The valley gate repaired 
IIanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah; they built it, and set 
up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, 
1+ and a thousand cubits on the wall unto °the dung gate. 4 But 
the dung gate repaired Malehiah the son of Rechab, the ruler of 
part of Beth-haccerem ; he built it, and set up the doors thereof, 
15 the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. {But the gate of the 
fountain repaired Shallun the son of Col-hozch, the ruler of 
part of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up the doors 
thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and the wall of 
the pool of ¢Niloah by the king’s garden, and unto the stairs 
16 that go down from the city of David. After him repaired Ne- 
heimiah the son of Azbuk, the ruler of the half part of Beth-zur, 
unto the place over against the sepulchres of David, and to the 
17 "pool that was made, and unto the house of the mighty. After 
him repaired the Levites, Rehum the son of Bani. Next unto 
him repaired Hashabiah, the ruler of the half part of Keilah, in 
18 his part. After him repaired their brethren, Bayai the son of 
19 Ifenadad, the ruler of tho half part of Keilah. And next to 
him repaired Jizer the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, 
another picce over against the going up to the armoury at the 
20 *turning of the wall, After hin Baruch the son of !Zabbai 
earnestly repaired the other picce, from the turning of the wall 
21 unto the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest. After 
him repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah the son of Koz an- 
other piece, from the door of the house of Eliashib even to 
22 the end of the house of Mliashib. And after him repaired the 
23 priests, the men of tho plain. After him repaired Benjamin 
und Iashub over against their house. After him repaired Aza- 


! On, Zaceai, 
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" ch, 2. 13, 
° ch, 2. 13. 


Pech. 2. 14 


9 Jobn 9. 7. 


* 2 Kin. 20, 
20. 


Isai, 22. 11. 


* 2 Chr. 26.9, 


i 


jectured that a verse has fallen out in which 
falchijah’s and Hashub’s “first piece” was 
mentioned. 

the tower of the furnaces] Kither a tower 
at the north-western angle of the city ; or, 
midway in the western wall, The origin of 
the name is uncertain. 

13, Zanoah lay west of Jerusalem, at the 
distance of about ten miles (Josh, xv. 34 
note). 

15, The ‘pool of Siloah” lies at the 
south-western foot of the Temple hill, near 
the lower end of the Tyropeeon._ It appears 
to have been at all times beyond the line of 
the city wall, but was perhaps joined to the 
city by a fortification of its own. 

the kiny’s garden| See 2 K. xxv. 4 note. 

the stairs] A. flight of steps, still to be 
seen, led from the lowvalley of the Tyropceon 
up the steep sides of Ophel to the ‘‘ city of 
David,” which it reached probably at a 
point not far south of the Temple. 

16. Beth-zur] Now Beit-sur, on the road 
from Jerusalem to Hebron (Josh. xv. 58). 

By “the sepulchres of David” must be 
understood the burial place in which David 
and the kings his descendants _to the time 
of Hezekiah were interred. This was an 


excavation in the rock, in the near vicinity 
of the ‘Temple (Ezek. xliii. 7-9), and on its 
western side. The position of the burial- 
place was well known until the destruction 
of the city by Titus ; but modern research 
haus not yet discovered it. 

the pool] Probably that made by Heze- 
kiah in the Tyropcon valley, west of the 
Temple arex (marg. ref.). 

17-80. 'The constant mention of ‘‘ priests,” 
“* Levites,” and Nethinims,” sufficiently in- 
dicates that the writer is here concerned 
with the sacerdotal quarter, that imme- 
diately about the Temple. 

18. Bavai] Or, ‘ Binnui” (7. 24, x. a 

the armoury at the turning of the wall) Lat. 
“the armoury of the corner.” ‘The north- 
western corner of the special wall of the 
“city of David” seems to be intended. See 
v. 1 note. 

20. the other piccc] Rather, ‘another 
viece.” The notice of Baruch’s first piece, 
ike that of Malchijah’s and Hashub’s (7. 
11), seems to have slipped out of the text. 

22. 'The word here translated “‘ plain” 1s 
applied in the rest of Scripture almost ex- 
clusively to the Ghor or Jordan valley. 
Cp., however, xii. 28. 
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riah the son of Maaseiuh the son of Ananiah by his house. 
24 After him repaired Binnui the son of Henadad another piece, 


¢ ver. 19. 


from the house of Azariah unto ‘the turning of the wall, even 


25 unto the corner. Palal the son of Uzai, over against the turning 
of the wall, and the tower which lieth out froin the king's high 


» Jer. 32, 2. 
&33.1, 


2 Chr. 23. 15. 
der. 31. 10, 


30 keeper of the east gate. 


house, that was by the “court of the prison. After him De- 

26 daiah the son of Parosh. 
¥?Ophel, unto the place over against *the water gate toward the 

27 cast, and the tower that lieth out. After them the Tckoites re- 
paired another piece, over against the great tower that licth out, 

28 even unto the wall of Ophel. 

. 29 paired the priests, every one over aguinst his house. 
them repaired Zadok the son of Immer over against his house. 
After him repaired also Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, the 


Noreover *the Nethinimns !dwelt in 


q From above tho “horse gate re- 
After 


After him repaired Hananiah the son 


of Shelemiah, and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph, another 


piece. 


After him repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah 


31 over against his chamber. After him repaired Malchiah the 
goldsmith’s son unto the place of the Nethinims, and of the 
merchants, over against the gate. Miphkad, and to the *going 


32 up of the corner. 


And between the going up of the corner 


unto the sheep gute repaired the goldsmiths and the merchants. 


aon, 2,10,19. 


Cap. 4. BUT it came to pass, *that when Sanballat heard that we 


builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and 


2 mocked the Jews. 


And he spake before his brethren and the 


army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will 
they *fortify themselves? will ny sacrifice ? will they make 
the 


an end in a day ? will they revive 
3 the rubbish which are burned ? 


> ch. 2. 10,19. 


stones out of the heaps of 
Now "Tobiah the Ammonite 


was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox 


¢ Ps.123.3, 4, 

a Ps, 79, 12, 

Prov. 3. 3%. 

© Ps.09,27,28, 

& 109, 14, 15. 

Jer, 18, 23, 2 Or, which del? in Ophel, 
repaired nuto, 


24, the turning of the wall] The north- 
eastern angle of the “city of David” seems 
here to be reached. At this point a tower 
“lay out” (v. 25), or projected extraordi- 
narily, from the wall, being probably a 
watch-tower commanding the Kiron valley 
ond all the approaches to the city from the 
south-east, the east, and the north-east. 

25. The ‘‘kine’s high house”’ is almost 
certuinly the old palace of David, which 
was on the Temple hill, and probably oc- 
cupied a position directly north of the 
"emple. 

that was by the court of the prison] Prisons 
were in old times adjuncts of palaces, The 
palace of David must have had its prison; 
ond the “ prison gate” (xii. 39) was clearly 
in this quarter. 

6. The marg. reading is better. On the 
Nethinims see 1 Chr. ix. 2 note. 

Ophel was the slope south of the Tem- 
ple lies marg. ref. ¥ note); and the water- 
gate, a gate in the eastern wall, either 


2 Or, The tower. 4 
3 Or, corner-chamber. & 


4 go up, he shall even break down their stone wall. *Hear, O our 
God. for we are Sdespised: and “turn their reproach upon 
their own head, and give them for a prey in the land of cap- 

5 tivity: and ‘cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be 


Heb. Jeare fo themselves. 
Heb. despite. 


for the escape of the superfluous water 
from the Temple reserveirs, or for the in- 
troduction of water from the Kidron valley 
when the reservoirs were low. 

27. The foundations of an outlying tower 
nenr the south-east angle of the ‘T’emple 
area in this position have been recently dis- 
covered. 

28. ‘The horse gate’’ was on the east 
side of the city, overlooking the Kidron 
valley. It seems to have been a gate by 
which horses approached and left the old 
palace, that of David, which lay north of 
the Temple (¢. 25). 

81. the gate Miphkad] Not  elxewhere 
mentioned. It must have heen in the east, 
or north-east, wall, a little to the south of 
the “‘sheep-gate.” 

1V. 4. The parenthetic prayers of Nehe- 
miah form one of the most striking charac- 
teristics of his history. Here we have the 
first. Other examples are v. 19, vi. 9, 14, 
xiii. 14, 22, 29, 31. 
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blotted out from before thee: for they have provoked thee to 


Ganger before the builders. 


So built wo the wall; and all the 


wall was joined together unto tho half thereof: for the people 


7 had a mind to work. (But it came to pass, that ‘when San- 


f ver. 1, 


ballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and 
the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem ! were made 
up, and that the breaches began to bo stopped, then they were 


S very wroth, and “conspired all of them together to come und to 
9 fight against Jerusalem, and *to hinder it. 
inade our prayer unto our God, and seta watch against them 


9 Ps, 83. 3,4, 
- 


Te 2 sco Db xy, 0. 
Nevertheless 4“ we h'Ps, 50. 13. 


10 day and night, because of them. And Judah said, The strength 
of tho bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; 


11 so that we are not able to build the wall. 


And our adversaries 


said, They shall not know, ncither sec, till we come in the midst 
12 among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. And 
it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by thein came, 
they said unto us ten times, ?From all places whence ye shall 
13 return unto us they will be upon you. Therefore set I 4in tho 
lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I even 
set the people after their families with their swords, their spears, 


id and their bows. 


And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the 
nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, ‘Be not 
ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is Fgreat and 
terrible, and ‘fight for your brethren, your sons, and your 

15 daughters, your wives, and your houses, 4] And it came to pass, 12. 
when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, “and God 


? Num. 14.9 

Deut. 1. 29. 

* Dent.10.17. 

£2 Sum. 10. 
24 


m Job 5, 12. 


had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us 
1% to the wall, every ono unto his work. And it came to pass from 
that time forth, that the half of my servants wrought in the 
work, and the other half of them held both the spears, the 


shields, and the bows, and the haber 


17 behind all the house of Judah. T 


pone and the rulers 2e¢7e 
ey which builded on the 


wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every 
one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the 
18 other hand held a weapon. For tho builders, every one had his 
sword pirded *by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded 


19 the trumpet was by ine. 


And I said unto the nobles, and to the 


rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work 7s great and 


' Heb. ascended. 
* Heb. fo nake an crrov ta 
tf. 


3 Or, That from all places 
ye must return to ur, 
4 Heb. from the lower parts 


of the place, &e. 
3 lich. on hia tons. 


6, tato the half thereof] i.e, to half the in- 
tended height. 

7. the Arabians &e.] Probably a band, 
composed largely of Arabians, Ammonites, 
und Ashdodites, which Sanballat_ main- 
tained as a guard to his person, and which 
formed a portion of ‘the army of Samaria ” 
(7. 2). A quarrel between such a band and 
the people of Jerusalem might be over- 
looked by the Persian king. ‘ 

9. because of them] Or, ‘over against 
them,” i.c. opposite to the place where they 
were encamped, probably on the north side 
of the city. 

12. ten times] i.c. repeatedly. | : 

From all places &o| Better as in margin. 
The Jews who dwelt on the Samaritan 


border, came to Jerusalem and tried to 
withdraw their contingents of workmen 
from the work, representing to them the 
impending danger, and saying, ‘‘ You must 
return to your homes, a £0 escape it.” 

13, the lower placcs| ‘The places where 
those within the walls had the least ad- 
vantage of elevation, the naturally weak 
aces, where an enemy was likely to make 
lis attack. 

16. haberyeons] Or, ‘coats of mail.” 
Coats of mail were common in Assyria 
from the ninth century B.c., and in Egypt 
even earlier. They were made of thin 
laminse of bronze or iron, sewn upon leather 
or linen, and overlapping one another. 
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large, and we are separated upon the wall, one fur from another. 
90 In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort 


* Mx. 14. 14, 


25 


Deut. 1. 30. 


”1 yo thither unto us: "our God shall fight for us. {So we la- 
boured in the work: and half of them held the spears from the 
29 rising of the morning till tho stars appeared. Likewise at the 
same time said 1 unto the people, Let every one with his servant 
lodge within Jorusalem, that m the night they may be a guard 


23 to us, and labour on the day. So neither I, nor my brethren, 
nor my servants, nor the men of the guard which followed me, 
none of us put off our clothes 'surving that every one put them 


off for washing. 


people and of their 


etsai.3.7. CHap, 5. AND thero was a great tery of the 
b Lev.23.35, 2 Wives against their ¢brethren the Jews. For there were that 
36,37. said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore we 
Deut.15.7. 3 take up corn for them, that we may cat, and live. Some also 
there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, 
and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth. 
4 There were also that said, We have borrowed money for the 
5 king’s tribute, and that upon our lands and vineyards. Yet now 
© Isai. 53. 7. eour flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as their 
@ Loy. 25, 39. 


children: and, lo, we “bring into bondage our sons and our 


daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are brought 
unto bondage already: neither is # in our power to redeem them ; 


6 for other men have our lands and vineyards. 


q And I was very 


7 angry when I heard their ery and these words. ‘Then *I con- 
sulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, 


© Bx, 22 25, 
Lov. 25. 33. 

Kzek. 22. 12. 
f Lov, 25. 48. 


and said unto them, ¢Yo exact usury, every one of his brother. 
§ And I sct a great assembly against them. And I said unto 
them, We after our ability have /redeemed our brethren the 


Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell 
your brethren ? or shall they be sold unto ux? Then held they 
9 their peace, and found nothing to answer. Also I said, It is not 


9 Lev. 25.35. 
A2 Sam. 12. 
it 

Rom. 2. 24. 
1 Pet. 2. 12. 


good that yo do: ought ye not to walk “in the fear of our God 
10 “because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies? I like- 
wise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them 
11 moncy and corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury. Re- 


store, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their 


1 Or, every one went sith 
his weapon for water. 


Sec Judg. 5. 11. 


2 Heb. my heart consulted 
in me. 


er 


22, Let every one...lodge within Jerusalen] 
ze. “Let none return to his own village 
or city at night, but let all take their rest 
in Jerusalem.” 

28. saving &c.] The text here is probably 
unsound. It yields no satisfactory sense. 
See margin. 

V. 2 ave many) A slight emendation 
brings this verse into exact paralleliem with 
the next, and gives the sense—‘‘ We have 
pledged our sons and our daughters, that we 
might get corn, and eat and live.” Cp. v. 5. 

4. the king's tribute] The tax payable to 
the Persian monarch (ep. Ezra iv. 13; Esth. 
x.1). In ancient times heavy taxation was 
often productive of debt and distress. 

§. The power of a father to sell his 
daughter into slavery is expressly men- 
tioned in the Law (Ix. xxi. 7). The power 


to sell a son appears from this passage. In 
either case the sale held good for six years 
only, or until the next year of jubilee 
(marg. reff.). 

%. Ye cxact usury] The phrase is peculiar 
to Nehemiah, and is best explained by the 
context, which shows the practice of the 
rich Jews at the time to have been not so 
much to lend on usury as to lend on mort- 
gage and pledge. 

8. Nehemiah contrasts his own example 
with that of the rich Jews. He had spent 
money in redeeming some countrymen in 
servitude among the heathen; they were 
causing others to be sold into slavery among 
the Jews. 

10. J...miyht exact) Nehemiah had lent, 
but not upon pledge. 

11. the hundredth part of te money &e.] 


NEHEMIAH. V. VI. 


vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth 
part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that 
12 ye exact of them. (Then said they, We will restore them, 
and will require nothing of them; so will we do as thou suayest. 
Then I called the priests; ‘and took an oath of them, that they 
13 should do according to this promise. Also *I shook my lap, 
and said, So God shake out every man from his house, and from 
his labour, that performeth not this promise, even thus be he 
vhaken out, and }empticd. And all the congregation said, Amen, 
and praised the Lorp. ‘And the people did according to this 
14 promise. Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be 
their governor in the land of Judah, from the twenticth year 
"even unto the two and thirticth year of Artaxerxes the king, 
that is, twelve years, I and iny brethren have not "caten the 
15 bread of the governor. But the former governors that had been 
before me were chargeable unto the people, and had taken of 
them bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yea, even 
their servants bare rule over the people: but °so did not I, be- 
16 cause of the fear of God. Yea, also I continued in the work of 
this wall, neither bought we any land: and all my servants zeere 
17 gathered thither unto the work. Moreover there were Vat my 
table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, beside those 
that came unto us from among the heathen that are about us. 
18 Now that "which was prepared for me daily was one ox and six 
choice sheep ; also fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten 
days store of all sorts of wino: yet for all this required not I 
the bread of the governor, because the bondage was heavy upon 
19 this people. ‘Think upon ime, my God, for good, according to 
all that I have done for this people. 
Caap. 6. NOW it came to pass, “when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and 
*Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that 
T had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein ; 
(*though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates ;) 
2 that Sanballat and Geshem ‘sent unto me, saying, Come, Ict us 


incet together in some one of the villages in the plain of “Ono. 2 


3 But they ¢thought to do ine mischief. And I sent messengers 
unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and 

4 come down to you? Yet they sent unto mo four times after 
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¢ Kara 10. §. 
Jer, 34. 8, 
K Matt.10.14, 
Acts 13. 51. 
& 18. 6. 


'2 Kin. 23.3. 


m ch. 13. 6. 
x1 Cor. 9. 4, 
1. 


°2 Cor.11.9. 
& 12,13, 
P ver, 9, 


@2 Sam. 9.7. 
1 Kin. 18.19. 


* 1 Kin.4.22. 
* ver. 14, 15. 


tch. 13, 22, 


ach, 2,10,19, 
& 41,7. 


beh. 3.1, 3. 

¢ Prov. 26, 

, 25. 

1 Chr.8.32. 
ch. 11, 35. 

¢ Ps, 37. 12, 

32. 


1 Hich. empty, or, roid. 


2 Or, Gashine, ver, 6. 


i.e. the interest. It is conjectured that the 
hundredth part was payable monthly, or, in 
other words, that interest was taken at the 
rate of twelve per cent. ‘The Law alto- 
gether disallowed the taking of interest 
from Israelites (see Ix. xxii. 25; Jev. xxv. 
U6, &e.). 

18. J skook my lap] Cp. marg. reff. By 
‘apis meant a fold in the boscm of the 
dress, capable of serving as a pocket. Cp. 
Isai. xlix. 22 marg. 

14, have not caten the bread of the yorer- 
nor] ic. “have not, like other Persian 
yovernors, lived at the expense of the people 
under my government.” See Ezra iv. 14 
note. 

15, forty shekels of silver] A daily sum 
from the entire province. Tor such a table 


as that kept by Nehemiah (¢. 18), this would 
be a very moderate payment. 

16, I continued..dand] ie.—“I took nv 
share in the work of the wall, as genera] 
superintendent. I did not take advantaye 
of the general poverty to buy poor men’s 
plots of ground.” 3 

18. Cp. the far grander provision for 
Solomon's table (marg. ref.). ‘ 

VI. 1, upon the gatcs| Rather, ‘‘in the 
gates.” This work would naturally be de- 
layed to the last. . 

2. The choice made of Ono, on the skirts 
of Benjamin, 25 or 30 miles from Jerusalem, 
as the meeting-place, was, no doubt, in 
order to draw Nehemiah to a distance from 
his supporters, that so an attack might be 
made on him with a better chance of success. 
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fch. 2.19. 


9 Ezek. 13,22, 


* ch. 13. 39. 


# Ezek.13.17, 
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5 this sort; and I answered them after the samo manner. Then 
sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time 

6 with an open letter in his hand; wherein was written, It is 
reported among the heathen, and 'Gashmu saith it, /that thou 
and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the 
wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. 

* And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at 
Jerusalem, saying, Z'here is a king in Judah: and now shall it 
be reported to the king according to these words. Come now 

8 therefore, and let us take counsel together. Then I sent unto 
him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but 

9 thou feignest them out of thine own heart. For they all made 
us afraid, saying, Their hands shall bo weakened from the work, 
that it be not done. Now thorefore, O God, strengthen my 
10 hands. Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaioh the son 
of Delaiah the son of Mehctabeel, who was shut up; and he said, 
Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, 
and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to 

11 slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. And I 
said, Should such a man as I flee ? and who is there, that, being 

as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not 

12 goin. And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but 
that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and 

13 Sanballat had hired him. ‘Therefore was he hired, that I should 
be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might have matter 
114 for an evil report, that they might reproach me. *My God, 
think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their 
works, and on the ‘prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of tho 
15 prophets, that would have put mein fear. {So the wall was 
finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Ful, in fifty 
16 and two days. And it came to pass, that *when all our enemics 
heard thereuf, and all the heathen that were about us saw these 
things, they were inuch cast down in their own eyes: for they 
17 perceived that this work was wrought of our God. J Morcover 
in those days the nobles of Judah *sent many letters unto 
1S Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah caine unto them. For there were 
many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law 


1 Or, Geshem, ver. 1. 2 Heb. multiplied their letters passing to Tobiah. 


5. The letter was “open,” in order that 
the contents might be generally known, and 
that the Jews, alarmed at the threats con- 
tained in it, might refuse to continue the 
work, 

10. rhe cag shut up|] On account, pro- 
bably, of some legal uncleanness. Cp. , er. 
xxxvi. 5. 

11, could go into the temple to save his 
life] Rather, “could go into the temple 
and live.” Tor a layman to enter the 
Sanctuary was a capital offence (see Num. 
xviii. 7). 

12. The existence of a party among the 
Jews who sided with Sanballat and lent 
themselves to his schemes, is here for the 
first time indicated. Cp. vr. 14, 17-19, 
xiii. 4, 5, 28, 

14. Noadiah is not elsewhere mentioned. 
‘The examples of Miriam, Deborah, Huldah, 
and Anna, show that the prophetical gift 


was occasionally bestowed upon women (2 
K. xxii. 14 note). 

15, Elul] The sixth month, corresponding 
to the latter part of August and the be- 
ginning of September. 

in fifty and taco days] Josephus states that 
the repairs of the wall occupied two years 
and four months. But Nehem.ah's narva- 
tive is thoroughly consistent with itcelf, 
and contains in it nothing that is impro- 
hable. The walls everywhere existed at 
the time that he commenced his task, and 
only needed repairs. ‘The work was par- 
titioned among at least thirty-seven working 
parties, who laboured simultaneously, with 
material ready at hand; and, notwith- 
standing all menaces, uninterruptedly. 

18, ‘Though Tobiah is called ‘“‘the ser- 
vant” or “slave” (ii, 10, 19), and was per- 
haps a bought slave of Sanballat’s, yet he 
was in such a position that Jewish nobles 
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of Shechaniah the son of Arah; and his son Johanan had taken 
19 the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. Also they 
reported his good deeds before me, and uttered my 'words to 
him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear. 
Cuar. 7. NOW it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I 
had “set up the doors, and the porters and the singers and the 
2 Levites were canter that I gave iny brother YTanani, end 
Hananiah the ruler °of the palaco, charge over Jerusalein: for 
3 he was a faithful man, and ¢feared God above many. And I 
said unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until 
the sun be hot; and while they stand by, let them shut tho 
doors, and bar ¢hem : and appoint watches of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, every one in his watch, and every one ¢o be over 
4 against his house. Now the city was *large and great: but the 
5 people were few therein, und the houses were not builded. J And 
my God put into mine heart to gather togcther the nobles, and 
the rulers, and the people, that they might be reckoned by 
genealogy. And I found ao register of the genealogy of them 
6 which came up at the first, and found written therein, ¢@These 
are the children of the province, that went up out of the cap- 
tivity, of those that had been carried away, whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king of Babylon had carried away, and came again to 
7 Jerusalem and to Judah, every one unto his city; who cama 
with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, *Azariah, Raamiah, Naha- 
mani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigyai, Nehum, Baanah. 
The number, J say, of the men of the people of Israel eas this ; 
§ @ The children of Parosh, two honentd an hundred seventy and 
9two. The children of Shephatiah, three hundred seventy and 
10, 11 two. The children of Arah, six hundred fifty and two. The 
children of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, 
12 two thousand and eight hundred and cighteen. The children of 
13 Elam, o thousand two hundred fifty and four. The children of 
14 Zattu, eight hundred forty and five. The children of Zaccai, 
15 seven hundred and threcscore. The children of ‘Binnui, six 
16 hundred forty and cight. The children of Bebai, six hundred 
17 twenty and eight. The children of Azgad, two thousand three 
18 hundred twenty and two. ‘he children of Adonikam, six hun- 
19 dred threescore and seven. The children of Bigvai, two thou- 


! Or, snatters. 3 Or, Serutukh: See Ezra 
2 Heb. broud tm sprees. 2. 2. 


4 Or, Bani, 
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ech. 61. 


bch. 2.8 
¢ Iex. 18. 20, 


@ Ezra 2. 1, 
&c. 


4, the people were few 


The numher of 


readily contracted affinity with him. This 
is quite in harmony with the practice of 
the East, where slaves often fill high posi- 
tions and make grand marriages. 

VII. 1. As the watch of the Temple 
had hitherto been kept by porters, singers, 
and Levites (1 Chr. xxvi. 1-19), so now the 
watch of the entire city was committed to 
men of the same three classes, theif expe- 
rience pointing them out as the fittest per- 
sons. 

£. mu brother Hanani] See i. 2. 

the ruler of the palace] Or, ‘‘ the governor 
cf the fortress.” See marg. ref. note. 

he] i.e. Hananiah. 

3. until the sun be hot) An unusual pre- 
caution. The ordinary practice in the East 
is to open town gates at sunrise. 


those who returned with Zerubhabel was no 
more than 42,360 (x. 66). With Ezra had 
come less than 2000 (Ezra viii. 1-20). 

5. It is argued by some that the entire 
catalogue which follows (cv. 7-73) is not the 
register of them “which came up at the 
jirst,” but of the Jewish people in Nehe- 
miah’s time. Verse 7 and Ezra ii. 2 are, 
however, very positive in their support of 
the usual view; and some of the arpu- 
ments against it are thought to be met by 
considering the Nehemiah of r.7 and Ezra 
ii. 2a person different from Nehemiah the 
governor; and ‘‘Tirshatha”’ an official title 
likely to have belonged to others besides 
Nehemiah (Ezra ii. 63 note.) 
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¢ See ver.12. 


41 Chr. 24.7, 
91Chr.24.14, 


*& See 1 Chr. 
9. 12. 


&® Ezra 2. 59. 
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90 sand threescore and seven. The children of Adin, six hundred 
21 fifty and five. ‘The children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and 
22 eight. The children of Hashum, three hundred twenty and 
23 eight. The children of Bezai, three hundred twenty and four. 
24, 25 The children of !Hariph, an hundred and twelve. ‘Tho 
26 children of *Gibcon, ninety and five. The men of Beth-lchem 
27 and Netophah, an hundred fourscore and cight. The men of 
28 Anathoth, an hundred twenty and eight. The men of ®Beth- 
29 azmaveth, forty and two. The men of ‘Kirjath-jearim, Che- 
30 phirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred forty and three. The men 
31 of Ramah and Gaba, six hundred twenty and one. ‘The men of 
32 Michmas, an hundred and twenty and two. The men of Beth-cl 
33 and Ai, an hundred twenty and three. The men of the other 
34 Nebo, fifty and two. The children of the other ¢Elam, a thou- 
35 sand two hundred fitty and four. The children of Harim, threo 
36 hundred and twenty. The children of Joricho, three hundred 
37 forty and five. The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven 
38 hundred twenty and one. ‘The children of Senaah, three thou- 
39 sand nine hundred and thirty. (The priests: the children of 

JJedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred seventy and 
40 three. The children of %Immer, a thousand fifty and two. 
41 The children of *Pashur, a thousand two hundred forty and 
42 seven. The children of ‘Harim, a thousand and seventecn. 
43 |The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of Kadmicl, and of the 
44 children of 5Hodevah, seventy and four. The singers: the chil- 
45 dren of Asaph, an hundred forty and eight. The porters: the 

children of Shallum, the children of Ater, the children of Tal- 

mon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children 
46 of Shobai, an hundred thirty and cight. {The Nethinims: the 

children of Ziha, the children of Hashupha, the children of 
47 Tabbaoth, the children of Keros, the children of °Sia, the chil- 
48 of Padon, the children of Lebana, the children of Ilagaba, the 
49 children of? Shalmai, thechildren of Ifanan, the childrenof Giddel, 
50 the children of Gahar, the children of Reaiah, the children of 
51 Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam, the 
52 children of Uzza, the children of Phascah, the children of Besai, 
53 the children of Meunim, the children of SNephishesim, the chil- 

dren of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of 
54 Harhur, the children of *Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the 
55 children of Harsha, the children of Barkos, the children of 
56 Sisera, the children of Tamah, the children of Neziah, the chil- 
57 dren of Hatipha. [The children of Solomon’s servants: the 

children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the children of 
58 }Perida, the children of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the chil- 
59 dren of Giddel, the children of Shephatiah, the children of 

Hattil, the children of Pochereth of Zebaim, the children of 
602Amon. All the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s ser- 
61 vants, were three hundred ninety and two. [And these were 

they which went up also from Tel-melah, Tel-haresha, Cherub, 

3Addon, and Immer: but they could not shew their father’s 
62 house, nor their ‘seed, whether they were of Israel. The children 

of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six 
63 hundred forty and two. (And of the priests: the children of 


1 Or, Jora. 5 Or, Hodaciah, Ezra 2. 9 Or, Bazluth, 
2 Or, Gibbar. 40. or, Judah, Ezra 3.9. 1 Or, Peruda. 
3 Or, Azmaceth. & Or, Sivka. 2 Or, Ami, 

4 Or, Kirjath-arim. 7 Or, Shamlai. 3 Or, dddan. 


8 Or, Nephusim. * Or, pedigree. 
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Habaiah, the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai, which 
took one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite to wife, and 
64 was called after their name. These sought their register amony 
those that were reckoned by genealogy, but it was not found: 


G5 therefore were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood. 


And 


1the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not cat of the 
most holy things, till there stood wp a priest with Urim and 
66 Thummim. {The whole congregation together was forty and 
67 two thousand three hundred and threescore, beside their man- 
servants and their maidseryants, of whom there were seven 
thousand three hundred thirty and seven: and they had two 
68 hundred forty and five singing men and singing women. Their 
horses, seven hundred thirty and six: their mules, two hundred 
69 forty and five: their camels, four hundred thirty and five: six 


70 thousand seven hundred and twenty asses. 
chief of the fathers gave unto the work. 'The Tirshatha gave 


@ And 2some of the 
‘ch. 8. 9, 


to the treasure a thousand drams of gold, fifty basons, tive 
71 hundred and thirty priests’ garments. And some of the chiof of 


the fathers gave to the treasure of the work “twenty thousand 
drams of gold, and two thousand and two hundred pound of 


So Ezra 2. 
6a. 


72 silver. And that which the rest of the people gave was twenty 
thousand drams of gold, and two thousand pound of silver, and 
73 threescore and seven priests’ garments. So the priests, and 
the Levites, and the porters, and the singers, and some of tho 
people, and the Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; 


“and when the seventh month came, the children of Israel tere 


in their cities. 


Carp. 8. AND all “the people gathered themselves together as one 
nan into the street that eas before the water gate; and they 
spake unto Iizra the ‘scribe to bring the book of the law of 

2 Moses, which the Lorn had commanded to Israel. 
the priest brought ¢the law before the congregation both of men 
and women, and all that could hear with understanding, ¢upon 


3 the first day of the seventh month. 


" Ezra 3. 1, 


@ Ezra 3.1. 
bch. 3. 26. 

¢ Ezra 7. 6. 
And Ezra 

€ Deut.31.11, 
12 


And he read therein before ¢ Lev. 23. 24. 


the street that was before the water gate ‘from the morning 


' Or, the governor, ch. 8.9. 


? Heb. part. hearing. 


70-73. Compared with Ezra ii. 69 there 
is considerable difference between the totals 
for gold, silver, and garments. The usual 
explanation is that of corruption in the one 
or the other of the passages. 

73. dwelt in their cities] Nehemiah’s quo- 
tation from Zerubbabel’s register ends here, 
and the narration of events in Jerusalem 
in his own day is resumed from 7.3. The 
narrative (viii.-x.) appears from internal 
evidence to be by a different author (see In- 
troduction, p. 591). 

The last two clauses of +. 73 should stand 
as the beginning of ch. viii. (as in the LX X.). 
‘The text would then run :— 

“ And when the seventh month was 
come, and the children of Israel were in 
their cities, the whole people gathered 
themselves together as one man,” &c. 

Cp. marg. ref, 

VIII. 1. the strect] Rather, ‘the square ” 

or “ court.” So in 7. 16 (ep. Ezra x. 9). The 


3 Heb. that understood in 


# Heb. from the light. 


court geems to have been one between the 
eastern gate of the Temple and the water- 
gate in the city-wall, It would thus lie 
within the modern Haram area. 

Ezra the scribe] This is the first mention 
of Ezra in the present book, and the first 
proof we have had that he was contempo- 
rary with Nehemiah. Probably he returned 
to the court of Artaxerxes soon after effect- 
ing the reforms which he relates in Ezra x., 
and did not revisit Jerusalem till about the 
time when the walls were completed, or 
after an absence of more than ten years. 
Tt was natural for the people to request 
him to resume the work of exposition of 
the Law to which he had accustomed them 
on his former visit (Ezra vii. 10, 25). 

2. upon the first day of the serenth month] 
The day of the “feast of Trumpets” (see 
marg. ref. note). Thegathering together of 
the j:eople, spoken of in vr. 1, was probably 
to keep this feast. 
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until midday, before the men and the women, and those that 
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive 


4 unto the book of the law. 


And Ezra the scribe stood upon a 


Ipulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; and 
beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and 
Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maasciah, on his right hand; and on 
his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, 


5 and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 


And Ezra opened 


the book in the *sight of all the people; (for he was above ali 


f Judg. 3. 20, 


#1 Uor.14.16, 
& Traum. 3, £1, 


é Wx. 4 31. 
2 Chr. 20.18, 
* Tav. 10.11. 
Deut. 33. 10. 
2 Chr. 17. 7, 
8, 9. 

Mal, 2. 7. 

t Ezra 2. 63, 
ch. 7, 65, 

& 10.1. 

m 21.35.35. 
ver. 8. 

» Lev. 23. 24. 


Num, 29. 1. 


aDeutl61i, 29 words of the law. 
15, 


Keeles. 3. 4. 
» Esth. 9. 19, 


22, 
Rev. 11. 10. 


9 ver. 10. 
* ver. 7, 8, 


the people ;) and when _ he opened it, all the people /stood up: 
G6 and Ezra blessed the Lorn, the great God. 
fanswered, Amen, Amen, with ‘lifting up their hands: and 
they ‘bowed their heads, and worshipped the Lorp with their 
i faces to the ground. Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, 
Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 
Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, *caused the people 
§ to understand the law: and the people séood in their place. 
they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the 
9 sense, and caused them to understand the reading. (J 'And 
Nehemiah, which 7s *the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the 
seribe, “and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all 
the people, *This day is holy unto the Lorp your God; *mourn 
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the 
Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat 
the fat, and drink the sweet, ?and send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lorn: 
neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lorp is your strength. 
11 So the Levites stilled all the peoplo, saying, IIold your peace, 
12 for the day is holy ; neither be ye grieved. And all 
went their way to cat, and to drink, and to “send portions, and 
to make great mirth, because they had “understood the words 
that were declared unto them. 


And all the people 


So 


the people 


GjAnd on the second day were 


gathered together the chief of the fathers of all the people, the 
priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even *to under- 
14 stand the words of the law. And they found written in the law 


1 Feb. fower of rool, 
2 Heb. eyes. 


4, The thirteen persons mentioned were 
probably the chief priests of the course 
which was at the time performing the 
‘Temple service. 

5. stood up] The attitude of attention and 
respect, Cp. the existing practice of the 
Christian Church at the reading of the 
(rospel for the day. 

7%. The names here (and in ix. 4, 5, x. 9) 
seem not to be the personal appellations 
of individuals, but rather designations of 
J.evitical families, the descendants respect- 
ively of Jeshua, &c., who lived not later 
than the time of Zerubbabel (vii. 43, xii. 8). 

8. gave the sense] Either by rendering 
the Hebrew into the Aramaic dialect, or 
perhaps simply by explaining obscure words 
or passages, 

caused them to understand] Either ‘ they 
{the people) understood what was read ;” 
or, “‘ they (the Levites) expounded as they 


read.” 


3 Or, the governor. 
* Or, that they might in- 


styned in the words of the 
Taw, 


9. Nehemiah, which is the Tirshathal 
Hitherto Nehemiah has called himself pec- 
hah (v. 14, 15, 18), which is the ordinary 
word for ‘“‘governor.” Now for the first 
time he is called ‘‘the Tirshatha” (see 
Ezra ii. 63 note.) 

the people wept &c.] Because the Law 
bouche vividly before them their sins of 
omission and commission. In » 10 the 
Jews were not forbidden to be sorry for 
their sins, but only prohibited from marring 
with the expression of their sorrow a festive 
occasion, 

10. The “sending of portions” to the 
poor is not distinctly mentioned in any but 
the later historical Sori Rttee (cp. marg. 
reff.). The practice naturally grew out of this 
injunction of the Law (Deut. xvi. 11, 14). 
13. to seael wand | Rather, ‘‘to consider.” 
14, The Feast of Tabernacles had fallen 
into abeyance either entirely, or as re- 
garded the dwelling in booths (v. 17), since 
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which the Lorp had commanded ! by Moses, that the children of 
Isracl should dwell in *buoths in the feast of the seventh month: 
15 and ‘that they should publish and proclaim in all their cities, 
and “in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the mount, and “fetch 
olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle branches, and 
palm branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, as 
16 wt is written. So the people went forth, and brought them, and 
made themselves booths, every one upon the “roof of his house, 
and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and 
in the street of the water gate, ¢and in the street of the gate of 
17 Ephraim. And all the congregation of them that were come 
again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under the 
booths: for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that 
day had not the children of Israel done so. And there was very 
18 great gladness. Also ‘day by day, from the first day unto the 
last day, he read in the book of the law of God. And they kept 
the feast seven days; and on the cighth day was *a solemn 
assembly, ¢according unto the manner. 
Car. 9. NOW in the twenty and fourth day of “this month the 
children of Israel were asscmbled with fasting, and with sack- 
2 clothes, "and carth upon them. And ‘the seed of Israel sepa- 
rated themselves from all? strangers, and stood and confessed 
3 their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. And they stood 
up in their place, and ¢read in the book of the law of the orp 
their God one fourth part of the day ; and another fourth part they 
4 confessed, and worshipped the Lorp their God. {Then stood up 
upon the ‘stairs, of the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, 
Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani, and cried with 
5 a loud voice unto the Lorp their God. Then the Levites, Jeshua, 
und Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, 
and Pethahiah, said, Stand up «nd bless the Lorp your God 


for ever and ever: and blessed be ‘thy glorious name, which is © 


6 exalted above all blessing and praise. / Thou, even thou, art 
Lorn alone; %thou hast made heaven, “the heaven of heavens, 
with ‘all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the 
seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and 


1 Heb. by the haud of. 
2 Heb. a restraint. 


3 Heb. strange children, 
# Or, scaffold. 


473 


* Lev. 23, 34, 
42 


Deut. 16. 13. 
¢ Lev. 23. 4. 

% Deut.16. 10, 
= Lov. 23. Ww. 


¥ Deut. 22. 8, 


ch. 12. 37, 
e2Kin Vs 
ch. 12. 39. 


6 9Chr.30 21, 
¢ Deut.31,10, 
&e. 


¢ Lev. 23.36. 
Num. 29. 35. 
ach. 8. 2. 


Job 2. 12. 

¢ Ezra 10.11. 
ch, 13. 3, 30. 
4 ch. 8 7,3. 


¢1Chr.20.13. 
2 Kin.19.18, 


9. 

Ps. 86. 10. 
Tsai. 37, 16, 
9 Gen. 1.1. 
Ex. 20.1). 
Rev. 1+. 7. 

A Deut. 10.14, 
1 Kin. &. 27. 
€Gen. 2. I. 


the time when it was kept by Zerubbabel 
(Ezra iii. 4). It is evident that the obser- 
vance of the Law, impossible during the 
Captivity, was restored slowly and with 
difficulty after the return. 

15. the mount] The ‘ mount of Olives” is 
probably intended. 

ine branches] Rather, ‘‘ branches of. the 
‘wild olive.’’ e actual trees named by 
the Law may have become scarce. It was 
probably considered that the spirit of the 
‘command was kept if branches of trees 
similar in general character to those named 
in Leviticus were employed. 

17. It is not the intention of the writer 
to state that the Feast of Tabernacles had 
not been kept from the time of Joshua 
until this occasion (see 1 K. viii. 2, 65 ; Ezra 
iii. 4); but that there had been no such 
‘celebration as this since Joshua’s time. Cp. 
2K. xxiii, 22; 2 Chr. xxxv. 18. 


IX. 1. The festival lasted from the 15th 
day of the 7th month to the 2ist. The 22nd 
day was a day of solemn observance (viii. 
18). One day seems to have been allowed 
the people for rest; and then the work of 
repentance, for which they had shown them- 
selves ready (viii. 9), was taken in hand, 
and a general fast was proclaimed. 

4. The LXX. and Vulgate remove the 
comma after ‘‘stairs.” By the ‘‘ stairs (or 
scaffold) of the Levites” is to be under- 
stood an elevated platform from which they 
could the better address and lead the people 
(cp. viii. 4). 

5. Stand up|] The people had knelt to 
confess and to worship God (v. 3). They 
were now to take the attitude proper for 
praise. Cp. throughout the marg. reff. 

6. the host of heaven scorshippeth thec) 
i.c. the angels. See1 K. xxii. 193 Pa. ciii. 


474 


& Gen.11, 31. 
# Gen. 17. 5. 


™ Gon. 15. 6. 
2 Gen. 12, 7. 


© Josh. 23.14. 
» Bx, 2. 25. 
a Ex. 1f. 10. 
+ Bs. 714 
chapters, 


* Bx, 18. 11. 
thx. 0. 16, 
Isai, 63. 12, 
Jor, 32. 20. 
Dan. 9. 15, 
« Bx. 14. 21. 
Ps. 78. 13. 

* Ex. 15. &. 
y Ex. 13. 21. 
« Hx. 19, 20. 


b Ps, 19. 8. 
Rom. 7, 12. 


¢ Gon. 2. 3. 
Ix, 20. 8. 

& Ex, 16. 14 
John 6. 31. 


¢ Ex. 17. 6. 
Num. 20. 9, 


&e. 

f Deut. 1. 8. 

2 Ps. 106. 6. 

4 Deut.31.27. 


‘Ex. 34 6. 
Num. 14. 18. 
Ps. 86, 5. 
Joel 2. 13. 
um Ex, 82, 4. 


® ver, 27. 
Pa. 106, 45. 
© Tix, 13. 21. 
Nam. 14. 14. 
1 Cor. 10, 1, 


vNum.11.17, 
Tani. 63. 11. 
aK. 16, 15. 
Josh. &. 12. 
v ix, 17. 6, 
* Deut. 2. 7. 
é Deut. 8. 4. 


«Num, 21, 
21, &e. 
2 Gon, 22.17. 


17, In their rebellion] The LXX. and 
several MSS. have “in Egypt” (the words 
in the original differing by one letter only), 
and translate—‘‘ And appointed a_captain 
to return to their hon 
Cp. marg. ref. The appointment of a 
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7 the host of heayen worshippeth thee. Thou art the Lorp the 
God, who didst choose *Abrain, and broughtest him forth out of 

8 Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of! Abraham ; and 
foundest his heart “faithful before thee, and madest a * covenant 
with him to give the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the Gir- 
gashites, to give it, J say, to his seed, and °hast performed thy 

9 words; for thou art righteous: ”and didst see the affliction of 
our fathers in Egypt, and theurdest their cry by the Red sea; 
10 and *shewedst signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all his 
servants, and on all the people of his land: for thou knewest 
that they ‘dealt proudly against them. So didst thou ‘get thee 

11 a namo, as ié is this day. “And thou didst divide the sea before 
them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on the dry 
land; and their persecutors thou threwest into the deeps, *as a 
12 stone into the mighty waters. _Morcover thou "leddest them in 
the day by a cloudy pillar; and in the night by a pillar of fire, 

13 to give them light in the way wherein they should go. *Thou 
camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them 
from heaven, and gavest them “right judgments, and ' true 
14 laws, good statutes and commandments: and madest known 
unto them thy ‘holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts, 
15 statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant: and 
tgavest them bread from heaven for their hunger, and “brought- 
est forth water for them out of tho rock for their thirst, and 
promisedst them that they should /go in to possess the land 
16? which thou hadst sworn to give them. But they and our 
fathers dealt proudly, and *hardened their necks, and hearkened 

17 not to thy commandments, and refused to obey, ‘neither were 
mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them; but 
hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed *a captain 

to return to their bondage: but thou aré?a God ready to pardon, 
teracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, 
18 and forsookest them not. Yea, “when they had made them a 
molten calf, and said, This is thy God that brought theo up out 
19 of Egypt, and had wrought great provocations ; yet thou in thy 
*manifold mercies forsookest them not in the wilderness: tho 

° pillar of tho cloud departed not from them by day, to leadthem in 
tho way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, 

20 and the way wherein they should go. Thou gavest also thy 
?good spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not thy ‘manna 
21 from their mouth, and gayest them “water for their thirst. Yea, 
*forty ycars didst thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that 
they lacked nothing; their ‘clothes waxed not old, and their feet 

22 swelled not. Moreover thou gavest them kingdoms and nations, 
and didst divide them into corners: so they possessed the land of 
*Sihon, and the land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of 
23 Og king of Bashan. *Their children also multiplicdst thou as 


2 Heb. laws af truth. 


Ufé up thine hand to give 
2 Heb. which thou hadst 


3 Heb. a God of pardons. 
them, Nuin. 14. 30. 


is here regarded as made, whereas we are 
only told in Numbers that it was proposed. 

22. Thou didst divide them inte corners] 
i.e. parts of the Holy Land; or as some 
prefer ‘* thou didst distribute them on all 


age in Egypt." ie 


eader 
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the stars of heaven, and broughtest them into the land, concern- 
ing which thou hadst promised to their fathers, that they should 
24 go in to possess #4. So ’the children went in and possessed the 
Jand, and ‘thou subduedst before them the inhabitants of the 
land, the Canaanites, and gavest them into their hands, with 
their kings, and the people of the land, that they might do with 
25 them 'as they would. And they took strong cities, and a “fat 
land, and possessed "houses full of all goods, * wells digged, 
vineyards, and oliveyards, and fruit trees in abundance: so 
they did eat, and were filled, and ‘became fat, and delighted 
26 themselves in thy great ¢goodness. {Nevertheless they ‘were 
disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and /cast thy law 
behind their backs, and slew thy ’prophets which testified 
against them to turn them to thee, and they wrought great 
27 provocations. * Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand 
of their enemies, who vexed them: and in the time of their 
trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou ‘heardest them from 
heayen; and according to thy manifold mercies * thou gavest 
them saviours, who saved them out of the hand of their 
28 enemies. But after they had rest, 4? they did evil again before 
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¥ Josh. 1. 2, 
&e. 
# Pa. 44.2, 3, 


«Num, 13. 
27, 


Deut. 8. 7, 
Ezek. 20. 6. 
> Deut. 6, 11. 
¢ Deut.32.15, 
4 Hos. 3. 5. 
¢ Judg. 2. 11. 
12. 


Iezek. 20. 21. 
41 Kin. 14,9. 
Ps, 60. 17, 
9 Matt.23.37, 
Acts 7. 62. 
4 Judg. 2. 14. 
Ps, 106. 41. 
Pg. 106. 41, 
& Judg. 2.18, 


& 3. 9. 
? So Judg. 


thee: therefore leftest thou them in the hand of their enemies, so ,°% 


that they had the dominion over them: yet when they returned, 
and cried unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and 
™many times didst thou deliver them according to thy mercies ; 
29 and testifiedst against them, that thou mightest bring them 
again unto thy law: yet they "dealt proudly, and hearkened 
not unto thy commandments, but sinned against thy judg- 
ments, (?which if a man do, he shall live in them;) and 
5 withdrew the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and would 
30 not hear. Yet many years didst thou ‘°forbear them, and 
testifiedst ” against them by thy spirit’¢in thy prophets: yet 
would they not give ear: "therefore gavest thou them into the 
31 hand of the people of the lands. Nevertheless for thy great 
mercies’ sake *thou didst not utterly consume them, nor forsake 
32 them; for thou art ‘a gracious and merciful God. | Now there- 
fore, our God, the great, the * mighty, and the terrible God, who 
keepest covenant and mercy, let not all the * trouble seem little 
before thee, *that hath come upon us, on our kings, on our 
princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets, and on our 
fathers, and on all thy people, *since the time of the kings of 
33 Assyria unto this day. Tlowbeit ’thou art just in all that is 
brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but ‘we have done 
34 wickedly: neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor 
our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy command- 
ments and thy testimonies, wherewith thou didst testify against 
35 them. For they have “not served thee in their kingdom, and in 
& Heb. profract over them. 
7 Heb. in the hand of thy 
prophets. 


8 Heb. tceariness. 
9 Heb. that hath found us. 


1 Heh. according to their 
rill, 

2 Or, cisterns. 

3 Heb, tree of fia. 


* Heb. they returned to ee 
evil, 

3 Heb. they gave a with- 
drawing shoulder, Zech. 
7.01, 


25. became fat.] i.e. *‘ grew proud,” or 
** wanton”—a phrase only occurring here, 
in marg. ref., and in Jer. v. 28. 

delighted themselves] Rather, “‘luxuri- 
ated.” The word in the original does not 
occur elsewhere ; but cognate terms make 


the sense clear. iti. 15 &c. 


chapters, 
m Ps, 106. 43. 
" yer, 16, 


© Lev, 18. 5. 
Ezek. 20. 11. 
Rom. 10. 5. 
Gal. 3. 12, 

Pp 2 Kin. 17. 
13 


2 Chr. 36. 15, 
Jer, 7. 25. 

@ See Acts 7. 
51 


1 Pet. 1.11. 
2 Pet. 1. 21. 
Yr Isai. 5. 5. 
# Jor. 4. 27, 
ver. 17. 

& Bx, 3h. 6,7. 


* 2 Kin.17.3. 


¥ Ps.119.137, 
Dan. 9. 14. 
= Pg. 106. 6. 
Dan.9.5, 6,8. 


& Deut.28.47. 


26, slew thy prophets] Cp.1 K. xviii. 4, 
xix. 10; 2 Chr. xxiv. 21. Jewish tradition 
further affirms that more than one of the 
great Prophets (e.g. Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel) were martyred by their countrymen. 

27. thou garest them savivurs) See Judg. 
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b ver. 25. 
e ver, 25. 
4 Deut.23.48, 
Ezra 9. 9. 


¢ Deut. 23,33, 
f 1. 

J Deut.28..48. 
g 2 Kin.23.3, 
2 Chr. 29.1C. 


& 34. 31, 
Ezra 10. 3. 


© Sce ch. 12. 


@ See Ezra 


2. 3, &c. 
ch, 7. 8, &c. 


¢ Ezra 2. 36 


f/Fzra 9. 1. 
& 10. 11, 12, 
19. 


ch. 13. 3. 
9 Deut.29,12, 


v4. 
ch. 5. 12, 13. 
Ps. 119. 106. 


Lev. 23. 3. 
Dent. §. 12. 


2 Ex. 23, 10, 
11 


Lev. 23. 4. 
m Deut. 15, 


3, 2. 
ch. 5. 12. 


NEHEMIAH. IX. X. 


thy great goodness that thou gavest them, and in the largo and 
‘fat land which thou gavest before them, neither turned they 
36 from their wicked works. Behold, 4we are servants this day, 
and for the land that thou gavest unto our fathers to eat the 
fruit thereof and the good thereof, behold, we are servants in it: 
37 and ¢it yieldeth much increaso unto the kings whom thou hast set 
over us because of our sins: also they have /dominion over our 
bodies, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we ure in great 
38 distress. And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and 
write ié; and our princes, Levites, and priests, '"seal unto it. 
Czar. 10. NOW “those that sealed were, «Nehemiah, *the Tirshatha, 
2 *the son of Hachaliah, and Zidkijah, ‘Seraiah, Azariah, Jere- 
3, 4 miah, Pashur, Amariah, Malchijah, Hattush, Shebaniah, Mal- 
5, 6 luch, Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 
7, 8 Meshullam, Abijuh, Mijamin, Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah : 
9 these were the priests. And the Levites: both Jeshua the son of 
10 Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel; and their 
11 brethren, Shebaniah, IIodijah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, Micha, 
12, 13 Rehob, Hashabiah, Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, Hodijah, 
14 Bani, Beninu. The chief of the people ; ¢Parosh, Pahath-mouab, 
15, 16 Ham, Zatthu, Bani, Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, Adonijah, Bigvai, 
17, 18 Adin, Ater, Hizkijah, Azzur, Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai, 
19, 20 Ifariph, Anathoth, Nebai, Magpiash, Meshullam, Iczir, 
21, 22 Meshezabecl, Zadok, Jaddua, Pelatinh, Hanan, Anaiah, 
23, 24 Hoshea, Hlananiah, Hashub, Ilallohesh, Pileha, Shobek, 
25, 26 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, and Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, 
27,28 Malluch, Harim, Baanah. ¢And the rest of the people, 
the priests, the Levites, the porters, the singers, the Nethinimg, 
Jand all they that had separated themselves from the people of 
the lands unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their 
daughters, every one eet knowledge, and having under- 
29 standing; they clave to their brethren, their nobles, aud entered 
into a curse, and into an oath, “to walkin God’s law, which was 
given 4 by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all 
the commandments of the Lorp our Lord, and his judgments 
30 and his statutes; and that we would not give ‘our daughters 
unto the people of the land, nor take their daughters for our 
31 sons: ‘and if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals 
on the sabbath day to sell, fiat wo would not buy it of them on 
the sabbath, or on tho holy day: and that we would leave the 
32 ‘seventh year, and the ™exaction of Severy debt. Also we 
made ordinances for us, to chargo ourselves yearly with the 
third part of a shekel for the service of the house of our God; 


1 feb. are aé the sealing,  * Heb. at the sealinge, ch. 9.38,  * Heb. by the hand of. 
or, sealed. 3 Or, the governor. 5 Heb. every hand. 


838. seat unto id The exact force of the 
phrase used is doubtful; but its general 
sense must be that the classes named took 
art in the sealing. It was usual in the 
fast to authenticate covenants by append- 
ing the seals of those who were parties to 
them (see Jer. xxxii. 10). 

X. 1. The “ Zidkijah ” of this passage is 
probably the same as ‘‘ Zadok” (xiii. 13). 
**Zadok” is expressly called ‘‘ the scribe,” 
and it was probably as the scribe who drew 
up the document that “ Zidkijah” signed 
it immediately after Nehemiah. 


2-8, The names are not personal, but 
designzte families. The seal of the Hich- 
priestly house of Seraiah was probably ap- 
vended either by Ezra or Eliashib, who both 

elonged to it. 

31. bring ware ...on the sabbath day] 
Compare xiii. 16, where this desecration o 
the Sabbath is shown to have communly 
taken place. 

leave the seventh year &e.] i.e. “let the 
land rest in the sabbatical year” (marz. reff.) 
and give up the “ pledge-taking ” (xc. 2-10). 

82. the third part of a shekel] This ap- 


NEHEMIAH. X. XI. 


33 for *the shewbread, and for the °continual meat offering, and 
for the continual burnt offering, of the sabbaths, of the new 
moons, for the set feasts, and for the holy things, and for the sin 
offerings to make an atonement for Israel, and for all the work 

34 of the house of our God. GAnd we cast the lots among tho 
priests, the Levites, and the people, for the wood offering, 
to bring it into the house of our God, after the houses of our 
fathers, at times appointed year by year, to burn upon the 

36 altar of the Lorn our God, ?as it is written in the law: and “to 
bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfrnits of all 
fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the house of the Lorn: 

86 also the firstborn of our sons, and of our cattle, as it is 
written *in the law, and the firstlings of our herds and of 
our flocks, to bring to tho house of our God, unto the priests 


87 that minister in the house of our God: ‘and éhat we should 34 


bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offerings, and the 
fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the 
priests, to tho chambers of the house of our God; and “the 
tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites 
88 might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. And the 
priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, “when the 
ovites take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of 

the tithes unto the house of our God, to ’the chambers, into the 
39 treasure house. Jor the children of Israel and the children of 
Levi ‘shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, and 
the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vesscls of the sanc- 


tuary, and the priests that minister, and the porters, and the } 


singers: “and we will not forsake the house of our God. 

Cuap. 11, AND the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem: the 
rest of the people also cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in 
Jerusalom “the holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other cities. 

2 And the people blessed all the men, that willingly offered them- 
3 selves to dwell at Jerusalem. J°Now these are the chief of the 
province that dwelt in Jerusalem: but in the cities of Judah 
dwelt every one in his possession in their cities, to wit, Isracl, 
the priests, and the Levites, and “the Nethinims, and ‘the 
4 children of Solomon’s servants. And Sat Jerusalem dwelt cer- 
tain of the children of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin. 
q Of the children of Judah; Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son 
of Zcchariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the 
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2 Lev. 21, 5, 
& 


c. 
2 Chr. 2. 4. 
° Sec Num. 
23, & 29. 


Yeh. 13, 3t. 
Isai. 40. 16. 


@ Lev. 6, 22. 


Tev. 19, 23. 
Num. 18, 12. 


af. 
Num. 38. 15, 
16, 


t Lev. 23. 17, 
Num, 15. 19. 
& 18, 12, &e. 


& 26. 2. 

t Lev. 27.30. 
Num. 18. 21, 
&e. 


20. 

¥1 Chr. 9.26. 
2Chr., 31. 11. 
© Deut. 12.6, 


1. 
2 Chr. 31.12, 
ch. 13. 12. 
® ch, 13, 10, 
11. 


& 27. 53. 
6 Judg. 5. 9. 
¢ 1 Chr.9.2,3, 


@ Ezra 2. 43, 
¢ zra 2, 55. 
71 Chr. 9 3, 
Xe, 


pears to have been the first occasion on 
which an annual payment towards the 
maintenance of the Temple service and 
fabric was established. ‘The half-shekel of 
the Law (Ex. xxx. 13) was paid only at the 
time of a census (which rarely took place), 
and was thus not a recurring tax. In after- 
times the annual payment was raised from 
the third of a shekel to half a shekel (Matt. 
xvii. 24), 

34. No satel provision was made by the 
Law, by David, or by Solomon, for the 
supply of wood necessary to keep fire ever 
burning upon the Altar. Nehemiah es- 
tablished a system by which the duty of 
supplying the wood was laid as a burthen in 
turn on the various clans or families, which 
were regarded as constituting the nation. 
The lot was used to determine the order 


in which the several families should perform 
the duty. <A special day (the 14th of the 
fifth month, according to Josephus) was 
appointed fur the bringing in of the supply ; 
aia this day was after a time regarded as 
a, high festival, and called “ the feast of the 
Wood-offering.” : 

XI, 1. to bring cne of ten] Artificial en- 
largements of capitals by forcible transfers 
of population to them, were not unusual in 
ancient times. Syracuse became a great 
city, about 8.c, 500, in this way. ‘Tradition 
ascribed the greatness of Rome, in part, to 
this cause. 

4-19. See marg. reff. notes. Both ac- 
counts appear to be extracts from a public 
official register which Nehemiah caused to 
be made of his census. The census iteelf 
seems to have been confined to the ds ellers 
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Gen, 33. 29, 
Pharez. 


41 Chr, 9. 
10, &e. 


1 Chr.26.29. 


k yer. 1. 
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5 son of Mahalaleel, of the children of Perez; and Maasciah the 
son of Baruch, the son of Col-hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the 
son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son 

6 of Shiloni. All the sons of Perez that dwelt at Jerusalem were 

7 four hundred threescoro and eight valiant men. And these are 
the sons of Benjamin; Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of 
Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maas- 

8 eiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jesniah. And after him 

9 Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred twenty and eight. And Joel the 
son of Zichri was their overseer: and Judah the son of Senuah 

10 was second over the city. "Of the priests: Jedainh the son of 
11 Joiarib, Jachin. Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Me- 
shullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of 
12 Ahitub, w-ts the ruler of the house of God. And their brethren 
that did the work of the houso were eight hundred twenty and 
two: and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the 
son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son of Pashur, the son 
13 of Malchiah, and his brethren, chief of the fathers, two hundred 
forty and two: and Amashai the son of Azarecl, the son of 
14 Ahasai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, and their 
brethren, mighty men of valour, an hundred twenty and eight: 
and their overseor was Zabdiel, 'the son of one of the great men. 
15 J Also of the T.evites: Shemaiah the son of Hashub, the son 
16 of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; and 
Shabbethai and Jozabad, of tho chief of the Levites, *had the 
17 oversight of ‘the outward business of the house of God. And 
Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, 
wus the principal to begin the thanksgiving in prayer: and 
Bakbukiah the second among his brethren, and Abda tho son 
18 of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. All the 
Levites in *the holy city were two hundred fourscore and four. 
19 Moreover the porters, Akkub, Talmon, and their brethren that 
20 kept *the gatos, were an hundred seventy and two. (And the 


1 O., te son of Haggedolin. ? Heb. wore orer. 3 Heb. at the gates. 


at Jerusalem. The subjoined table ex- According to Nehemiah’s numbers, sup- 
hibits the differences between the accounts plemented from Chronicles, the entire adult 
of the entire population of Jerusalem as male population of the city was 3734, which 
given in Nehemiah and in Chronicles :— would give a total population of 14,936. 


Tribe of Indah: - 


According to Chronicles, supplemented from 
Nehemiah, the adult males were 4870, and 
1 Chronicles.| Nehominh. | consequently the entire population, 17,480. 
As the Nethinims and the Israelites of 
Ephraim and Manasseh (1 Chr. ix. 3) are 
not included in either list, we may conclude 


that the actual number of the inhabitants, 
OFT bares <5 ace after the efforts recorded in rv. 1, 2, was 

Of Zerah, 690 a not much short of 20,000 
16. the Gutward business of the house of 
: a : God] Such as the collection of the newly 
Tribe of Benjamin: - 926 923 imposed tax (x. 32), the providing of the 
eoulee srerihices, the renewal of vestments, 

i Sree and the like. 
SEER OE TON: 17, the principal to begin the thanksgiving] 
Priests . 1760 1192 ac “the precentor,” or ‘‘leader of the 
. choir. 

Levites . 234 20. The returned community, though 
Porters a 212 172 consisting mainly of members of the two 


tribes, represented the entire people of 
rael, The ground, however, which they 


NEHEMIAH. XI. XII. 


residue of Israel, of the priests, and the Levites, were in all the 
21 cities uf Judah, every one in hisinheritance. ‘But the Nethinims 
dwelt in }Ophel: and Ziha and Gispa wre over the Nethinims. 
22 q'The overscer also of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the 
son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the 
son of Micha. Of the sons of Asaph, the singers were over the 
23 business of the house of God. Tor “it was the king’s com- 
mandment concerning them, that *a certain portion should be 
24 for the singers, due for every day. And Pethahiah the son of 
Meshezabecl, of the children of "Zerah the son of Judah, was 
25 °at the king’s hand in all matters concerning the people. 4 And 
for the villages, with their fields, some of the children of Judah 
dwelt at *IGrjath-arba, and 7x the villages thereof, and at 
Dibon, and in the villages thereof, and at Jekabzcel, and in the 
26 villages thereof, and at Jeshua, and at Moladah, and at Beth- 
27 phelet, and at Hazar-shual, and at Beer-sheba, and in the 
28 villages thereof, and at Ziklag, and at Mekonah, and in the 
29 villages thercof, and at En-rimmon, and at Zareah, and at 
30 Jarmuth, Zanoah, Adullam, and ix their villages, at Lachish, 
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? See ch.3.26. 


* See Ezra 
6. 8, 9. 
& 7, 20, &e. 


* Gen. 3s, 
30, Zarah, 
°1Chr.18,17. 
& 23. 28. 

? Josh. 14.15. 


and the fields thereof, at Azeckah, and ¢z the villages thereof. 
And they dwelt from Beer-sheba unto the valley of Hin- 


31 nom. 


G The children also of Benjamin "from Geba dwelt 4at 


Michmash, and Aija, and Beth-el, and in their villages, 
32, 33 and at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 


34, 35 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, Lod, and Ono, ¢the valley of 
Q And of the Levites were divisions in Judah, and 


36 craftsmen. 
in Benjamin. 


Cuap. 12, NOW these are the “priests and tho Levites that went 
up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: 'Seraiah, 


1 Or, The tower. 
2 Or, « sure ord nanee. 


21 Chr, 4. LE. 


@ Ezra 2,1, 2. 
b See ch. 10. 
2-3, 


3 Or, of Geba, —_ 
* Or, to Michmash. 


occupied, was not the whole land, but that 
ich had constituted the kingdum of 
Judah. 


21, Ophel, the southern spur of the Tem- 
ple hill, having a wall of its own (iii. 27) 
might be reckoned either in Jerusalem or 
outside it. Here it is made a separate 


lace. 

22, The business intended was probably 
the infernal business, as distinct from the 
* outward business ” (v. 16): a part of which 
was the apportionment of the royal bounty 
among the members of the choir (v. 23). 

23. The goodwill of Artaxerxes towards 
the ministers employed in the Temple ser- 
vice, had been previously shown by his 
exempting them from_ taxation of every 
kind (Ezra vii. 24), Now, it would seem, 
he had gone further and assigned to the 
singers an allowance from the royal revenue. 

24. It is difficult to say what office Pe- 
thahiah filled. So far as we know, the only 
regular officers under the Persian system 
of government were the satrap, the sub- 
satrap, the permanent royal secretary, the 
commandant, and the occasional commis- 
sary. 

25. Kirjath-arba] i.e. Hebron. In the 
absence of the Hebrews during the Cap- 


tivity the place had recovered its old name 
(Josh. xv. 13), 

26-85. Many of the places mentioned in 
these verses are mentioned in Josh. xv. 
27-39, xviii. 21-28. 

86. of the Levites were divisions] ie. 
‘the Levites were scattered among various 
towns both in Judah and Benjamin.” 

XII. This chapter is made up of two 
peen : (a) lists of the Jeading priests and 

vites at different periods (rz. 1-26): (4) 
the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem 
(vv. 27-47). This latter passage is certainly 
from the pen of Nehenish, and was written 
probably about B.c. 433. The lists included 
in (a) are four: (1) the chief priestly and 
Levitical families which returned to Jeru- 
salem (rv. 1-9); (2) the succession of the 
High Priests from Jeshua to Jaddua (cr. 
10, 11); (3) the actual heads of the priestly 
families in the time of the High-Priest 
Joiakim (rv. 12-21); (4) the chief Levitical 
families at the same period (vv. 24-26). Of 
these lists Nos. 1, 3, and 4, may have been 
drawn up in the time of Nehemiah, but 
No. 2 in its present form must be much 
later. See Introduction, p. 591. 

1, the Dricats] The number of the names 
here given, which is 22, is probably to 
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2,3 Jeremiah, Ezra, Amariah, '}Malluch, Iattush, *Shechanixh, 
4,5 3Rehum, *Meremoth, Iddo, *Ginnetho, “Abijah, *Miamin, 
6, 7 7Maadiah, Bilgah, Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah, *Sallu, 

Amok, Hilkiah, Jedeant These were the chief of the priests 
Sand of their brethren in the days of @Jeshua. Moreover the 

Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and 

Mattaniah, ‘which was over %the thanksgiving, he and his 
9 brethren. Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, zwere over 
10 against them in the watches. QAnd Jeshua begat Joiakim, 
11 Joiakim also begat Eliashib, and Eliashib begat Joiada, and 
12 Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan begat Jaddua. Q/And in 

the days of Joiakim were priests, the chief of the fathers: of 
13 Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; of Ezra, Meshuilam ; 
14 of Amariah, Jehohanan; of Melicu, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, 
15, 16 Joseph; of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Ielkai; of Iddo, 
17 Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; of Abijah, Zichri; of 
18 Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; of Bilgah, Shammua; of She- 
19 maiah, Jchonathan; and of Joiavib, Mattcnai; of Jedaiah, 
20, 21 Uzzi; of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; of Hilkiah, Hasha- 


22 biah; of Jedaiah, Nethanecl. 


qThe Levites in the days of 


Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were recorded chief 
of the fathers: also the priests, to the reign of Darius tho Per- 


23 sian. 


The sons of Levi, the chief of the fathers, were written in 
the book of the /chronicles, even until the days of Johanan the 
24 son of Eliashib. 4 And the chicf of the Leyites: Hashabiah, 


Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brethren 


1 Or, Aelicu, ver. 14. 
2 Or, Shebaniah, ver. 14. 
3 Or, Harim, ver. 15. 
4 Or, Meruioth, ver. 15. 


5 Or, Ginnethon, ver. 16. 
6 Or, Miniamin, ver. 17. 
7 Or, Bloudiah, yer. 17. 


over against them, to praise and to give thanks, Yaccording to 
the commandment of David the man of God, "ward over against 


8 Or, Sallai, ver. 20. 
9 That is, the peels of 
thankegiving, 


be connected with that of the Davidic 
“ courses,” which was 24 (1 Chr. xxiv. 7-18). 
Eight names are identical with those of the 
heads in David’s time. On comparing the 
present list with that of the families who 
sealed to Nehemiah’s covenant (x. 2-8), we 
shall find that the first sixteen recur in that 
document nearly in the same order; but 
that the last six are absent from it. It 
would seein that as these six declined to 
seal to Nehemiah’s covenant, they were 
placed below the rest here in a sort of aa. 
plementary list. Note especially the ‘ and” 
which connects’ the second part of the lists 
ee the earlier part, both in 2. 6 and in 
v, 19. 

8. Of the Levitical houses here mentioned, 
three only returned at first, those of Jeshua, 
Kadmiel, and Judah or Hodevah (vii. 43). 
The others must have returned subse- 
quently. 

10,11. The six generations of High- 
Priests covered a little more than two cen- 
turies (B.c, 538-333), or a little under thirty- 
five years to a generation. Jaddua was the 
High-Priest who (according to Josephus) 
had an interview with Alexander shortly 
after the battle of Issus, 


22, 23. These verses interrupt the account 
of the church officers in the time of Joiakim, 
resumed in v. 24. They appear to be an 
addition to the original text, made about 
the time of Alexander the Great, when the 
Books of Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah 
would seem to have first taken their exist- 
ing shape. The same writer who introduced 
these verses, probably also added v.11 to 
the original text. 

Darius the Persian] Probably Darius 

Codomannus (B.c. 336-331), the antagonist 
of Alexander the Great. See Introduction, 
p. 592, 2. 2. : 
23. This passage shows that the practice 
of keeping a record of public events in state 
archives was continhed after the return 
from the Captivity, at least tu the time of 
Johanan, the son, ic. “the grandson,” of 
Eliashib. 

24, Jeshue the son of Kadmiel} If the 
reading be sound, this Jeshua must have 
been the head of the Levitical family of 
Kadmiel in the time of Joiakim ; but (ep. 
viii. 7, ix. 4), some read ‘‘ Jeshua, Bani, 
Kadmiel,” &c. 

ward orer against ward] ic. “alternately,” 
one part of the choir answering the other. 
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25 ward. Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Tal- 
mon, Akkub, «were porters keeping the ward at the 'thresholds 
26 of the gates. Thee were in the days of Joiakim the son of 
Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah ‘the 
27 governor, and of Ezra the priest, *the scribe. QAnd at ‘the 
edication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out 

of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keop tho 
dedication with gladness, “both with thanksgivings, and with 
28 singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. And the 
sons of the singers gathered themselves together, both out of the 
pie country round about Jerusalem, and from the villages of 
29 Netophathi; also from the house of Gilgal, and out of tho fields 
of Geba and Azmaveth: for the singers had builded them vil- 
30 lages round about Jerusalem. And the priests and the Levites 
purified themselves, and purified the people, and the gates, and 

31 the wall. Then I brought up the princes of Judah upon the 
wall, and appointed two great companies of them that gave thanks, 
whereof *one went on the right hand upon the wall, °toward the 

32 dung gate: and after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the 
33, 34 princes of Judah, and Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, Judah, 
35 and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, and certain of tho 
priests’ sons ?with trumpets; namely, Zechariah the son of 
Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son 
36 of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph: and his 
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‘ ch. 8 9, 
* Ezra 7. 6, 
11 


? Deut. 20. &, 
Ps. 30, titte. 
m1 Chr.25.6. 
2 Chr, & 13. 
& 7. 6. 


* See ver.38, 
© ch. 2, 13, 
& 3, 13, 


>Num, 10.2, 
3, 


brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Neth- 


aneel, and Judah, Hanani, with 7th 
37 David the man of God, and Ezra the scribe before them. 
at the fountain gate, which was over against them, they went 
up by *the stairs of the city of David, at the going up of tho 
wall, above the house of David, even unto ‘the water gate east- 
38 ward. “And the other company of them that gave thanks went 
over against them, and I after them, and the half of the people 


#1 Chr. 23.5. 
r ch. 2. 14. 
& 3, 15, 


e musical instruments of 
rAnd 


ch. 3, 15, 


&4. 1,3, 16. 
% See ver.31. 


1 Or, ¢reasuries, or, aseembiies, 


25, In 1 Chr. ix. 17, 24, 26, four families 
of oe only are mentioned ; siz are 
implied here, in vii. 45, and in Ezra ii. 42. 
From 1 Chr. xxvi. 14-19 it appears that the 
Temple had four chief gates, fronting the 
cardinal points, and two minor ones, “‘ to- 
wards Asuppim,” and “ at Parbar.” 

27. the dedication of the wall] The cere- 
mony had been deferred for the space of 
nearly twelve years (xiii. 6). Perhaps Ne- 

emiah required an express permission from 
the Persian king before he could venture on 
a solemnity which might have been liable toe 
misrepresentation. 

out of all their places] i.e. out of the 
various cities of Judah and Benjamin in 
which they dwelt (xi. 36). 

28. the plain country round about Jerusa- 
ten] Perhaps the valleys of Hinnom and 
Jehoshaphat, which enclose Jerusalem on 
three sides, are intended. . 

the villages of Netophathi] Rather, as in 1 
Chr. ix. 16. ‘Netophah lay near Bethlehem 
(1 Chr. ii. 54), and is perhaps represented by 
the modern Antuteh. : : 

29. the house of Gilgal| Or, “Beth-Gilgal’ 


—probably the Gilgal north of Jerusalem 
(now Jivjilia). 

81, 1 brought up] Note the resumption of 
the first person, which has been laid aside 
since vii. 5, and which is continued now to 
the end of the Book. Itis generally allowed 
that we have here once more a memoir by 
Nehemiah himself. 

The two ‘ companies” or choirs, having 
ascended the wall on its western face, near 
the modern Jaffa Gate, stood looking east- 
ward towards the city and Temple; then 
the southern choir, being on the right, com- 
menced the circuit of the southern wall, 
while the choir upon the left proceeded 
round the northern wall (¢. S8-39), till 
both met on the eastern wall, between the 
water and the prison gates. 

84, ‘Judah and Benjamin” are the lay 
reople of those two tribes. i . 

37. above the house of David] This choir 
or procession went above (or beyond) the 
old palace of David, following the line de- 
scribed, in iii. 16-26, on their way to the 
eastern wall. 
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upon the wall, from beyond *the tower of the furnaces even unte 


Also that day ey. oftered great sacrifices, and re- 
em rejoice with great joy: the 


* ch. 3, 11. 
ych.3.8. 39 ¥%the broad wall; #and from above the gate of Ephraim, and 
eee above “the old gate, and above *the fish gute, ‘and the tower of 
a ch. 3. 6. Hananecl, and the tower of Meah, even unto “the sheep gate : 
ech. 3.3. 40 and they stood still in ‘the prison gate. {So stood the two 
cs companies of them that gave thanks in the house of God, and J, 
oJer. 32.2. dl and the half of the rulers with me: and the priests; Lliakiin, 
Maaseiah, Miniamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Ha- 
42 naniah, with trumpets; and Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and 
Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and Elan, 
and Ezer. And the singers 'sang loud, with Jezrahiah their 
43 overseer. 
joiced: for God had made t 
wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jeru- 
{ 2 Chr. 31. 44 salem was heard even afar off. QJ/And at that time were somo 
1 


ch. 13. 5, 12, 


71 Chr. 25, 
& 26, 
hl Chr. 23. 


» &e. 
2 Chr, 29. 30. 


‘Num. 1s. 


» ot. 
£Num.18.26. 


appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for the offerings, 
for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather into thein out of 
the fields of the cities the portions *of the law for tho priests 
and Levites: 3for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the 

45 Levites ‘that waited. And both the singers and the porters 
kept the ward of their God, and the ward of the purification, 
Yaccording to the commandment of David, aid of Solomon his 

46 son. For in the days of David “and Asaph of old there were 
chief of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving unto 

47 God. And all Isracl in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days 
of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the singers and the porters, 
every day his portion: ‘and they ‘sanctified holy things unto the 
Levites; ‘und the Levites sanctified them unto the children of 
Aaron. 


Deut. 31. CHap, 13, ON that day **they read in the book of Moses in tho 
aie cd ‘audience of the people; and therein was found written, that 
ch. 8.3, 8 the Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the congre- 
9.3. ag, 7 Gution of God for ever; because they met not the children of Is- 
b Deut 23.3, rael with bread and with water, but ‘hired Balaam against thei, 
4. that he should curse them: “howbeit our God turned the curso 
cae 3 into a blessing. Now it came to pass, when they had heard tho 

; Jaw, ‘that they separated from Israel all the mixed multitude. 
¢Num.23.11. + And before this, Eliashib the priest, Shaving the oversight of 
& 24. 10, ee bss = 
ere ° 1 Heb. made their voice fo 3 Heb. fe the jou of © Heh. there was read. 
& 10.23." be heard. Tuduh. 7 Heb. ecars. 

. 2 That is, appointed by tie + Heb. that stood. 8 Heb. being ect over, ch. 
law. 5 That is, reé apart. 12. 44. 


44, Judah rejoiced] Judah's satisfaction 
with the priests and Levites touk the shape 
of increased offerings, more ample tithes, 
and the like, whence the appointment of 
treasuries and treasurers became necessary. 

45. the ward of the purification] The ob- 
servances with respect to purification. Cp. 
1 Chr. xxiii. 28. 

47. The intention is to compare the reli- 
gious activity and strictness of Nehemiah’s 
time with that which had prevailed under 
Zerubbabel, as described by Ezra (vi. 16, 
22). It is implied that the intermediate 
period had been a time of laxity. 

they sanctified holy things &e.] i.e. “the 
people paid their tithes regularly to the 


Levites, and the Levites paid the tithe of 
the tithes to the priests.” 

XIII. 1. On that day] Or, “at that 
time,”’ as in xii. 44. 

By ‘the Book of Moses” is probably 
neant the entire Pentateuch. 

8. A separation like that made by Ezra, 
some twenty years previously (Ezr. x. 15- 
44), seems to be intended. The heathen 
wives were divorced and sent back, with 
their offspring, to their own countries. 

4. The relations of Eliashib, the Hish- 
Priest (iii. 1), with Tobiah and Sanhallat 
will account for the absence of any re- 
ference to him either in chs, viii.-x., or in 
xii. 27-47. 
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the chamber of the house of our God, was allied unto Tobiah : 


5 and he had prepared for him a great chamber, ‘where aforetime 


feh. 12. 44 


they laid the meat offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, 


and the tithes of the corn, the new wine, and the oil, !9 which 


¢ Num, 18, 


was commanded éo be given to the Levites, and the singers, and 21, 24 
6 the porters; and the offerings of the priests. But in all this time 


was not I at Jerusalem: “for in the two and thirtieth year of 
of Babylon came I unto the king, and *after 
7 certain days obtained I leave of the kin 


Artaxerxes king 


ch. 5. 14. 


: and I came to Jeru- 


salem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, 


in ‘preparing him a chamber in the courts of the house of God. 


t ver. 1, 5, 


8 And it grieved me sore: therefore I cast forth all the household 


9 stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber. 
they ‘cleansed the chambers: and thither brought I again the 
vessels of the house of God, with the meat offering and the frank- 


Then I commanded, and 
2 Chr. 29. 
5, 15, 16, 18. 


10 incense. {And TI perceived that the portions of the Levites had 


‘not been given them: for the Levites and the singers, that did 
one to “his field. Then “contended I 
with the rulers, and said, °>Why is the house of God forsaken ? 
gathered them together, and set them in their ‘place. 
12 ?Then brought all Judah the tithe of the corn and the new wine 
*And I made treasurers over 
the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe, and 
of the Levites, Pedaiah: and ‘next to them was Hanan the son 
of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah: for they were counted *faith- 
ful, and ‘their office was to distribute unto their brethren. 
14 *Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out 
my ®good deeds that I have done for the house o 


11 the work, were fled eve 
And I 


13 and the oil unto the ‘treasuries. 


15 and for the %offices thereof. 


sheayes, and 


' Mal. 3. 8. 
m Num.35. 2. 
* ver. 17, 25, 
Prov. 28. 4. 
ch, 10, 20. 
P ch, 10, 38, 
39 


& 12. 41, 
@ 2Chr.31.12. 
ch. 12. 44, 


rch. 7, 2. 
1 Cor, 4. 2. 
* yer. 22, 31, 


my God, ch, 5, 19. 


[In those days saw I in Judah 
some pene wine presses ‘on the sabbath, and bringing in 

ading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all 
manner of burdens, “which they brought into Jerusalem on the 


(Es. 20, 10. 


ch. 10, 31. 


sabbath day: and I testified against them in the day wherein 
16 they sold victuals. There dwelt men- of Tyre also therein, 


1 Heb. the commandment of 
the Levites, 


4 Heb. standing. 
2 Heb. at the end of days. 


; Or, storehouses, 


3 Or, I earnestly requested. 


7 Heb. it was upon them. 
8 Heb. kindnesses, 
® Or, observations, 


Heb. at their hand. 


the chamber] The entire outbuilding, or 
“‘lean-to,” which surrounded the Temple 
on three sides (1 K. vi, 5-10). 

allied] i.e. ‘connected by marriage.” 
Tobiah was married to a Jewess (vi. 18), 
who may have been a relation of Eliashib ; 
and his son Johanan was married to another 
(do.), of whom the same may be said. 

5. the offerings cf the priests] i.c. “the 
portion of the offerings assigned for their 
sustenance to the priests.” 

6. Artaxeraes king of Babylon] See i. 1. 
Cp. Ezr. vi. 22, where Darius Hystaspis is 
called “ king of Assyria.” 

after certain days| Or, ‘Sat the end of a 
year,”? which is a miceuing ee the phrase 
often has (Ex. xiii. 10; Lev. xxv. 29, 30; 
Num. ix, 22). Nehemiah probably went to 
the court at Babylon in B.c. 433, and re- 
turned to Jerusalem B.c, 432. 

9. the chambers] The “great chamber” 


assigned to Tobiah (v. 5) contained, it would 
seem, more than one apartment. 

10, &c. During Nehemiah’s absence there 
had been a general falling away, and there 
was danger of a complete national apostasy. 

11, I gathered them together] Nehemiah 
gathered the Levites from their lands, and 
reinstated them in their set offices. 

15. The desecration of the Sabbath is first 
brought into prominence among the sins of 
the Fewish people by Jeremiah (Jer. xvii. 
21-27). It could not but have gained ground 
during the Captivity, when foreign masters 
would not have allrwed the cessation of 
labour for one day in seven. On the return 
from the Captivity, the sabbatical rest ap- 
pears to have been one of the institutiozs 
most difficult to re-establish. : 

in_tke day] Some render, “ concerning 
the day.” 

16. Friendly relations subsisted between 
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which brought fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on the 


* yor. 11. 


17 sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem. 


“Then 


I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, 
What evil thing 7s this that yo do, and profano the sabbath day * 


y Jer. 17, 21, 
DP +e, 


22, 23. 


18 ¥Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this 
evil upon us, and upon this city? yet ye bring moro wrath 


19 upon Isracl by profaning the sabbath. 4 And it came to pass, 


2 Lev. 23. 32. 


that when the gates of Jerusulom “began to be dark before 


the sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and 
charged that they should not bo opened till after the sabbath : 


¢ Jer. 17. 21, 
22; 


“and some of my servants set I at the gates, thaé there should 
- 20 no burden be brought in on the sabbath day. 


So the merchants 


and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once 
21 or twice. Then I testified against them, and said unto them, 
Why lodge ye !about the wall? if ye do so again, I will lay 


hands on you. 
& ch. 12, 30. 


From that time forth cume they no more on 
92 the sabbath. And I commanded the Levites that *they should 


cleanse themselves, and that thoy should come axd keep 


€ yer, 1, 31. 


the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. 
my & 


‘Remember me, O 


od, concerning this also, and spare me according to the 


23 2 greatness of thy mercy. 
that 32had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab: 


d Ezra 9. 2. 


{In those days also saw I Jews 


24 and their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and 
4could not speak in the Jews’ language, but according to the 


e ver. 11. 
Prov. 23. 4. 


f Ezra 10, 5. 
ch. 10, 29, 30, 


ff] Kin, 21. 

1, &e. 

*1 Kin, 3.13, 
2 Chr. 1, 12, 
i2 Sam. 12, 
*1 Kin, 11, 


4, &e. 
4 Pzra 10. 2. 


27 women cause to sin. 


98 strange wires? 


25 language *of each people. And I ¢contended ‘with them, and 
6 cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off their 
hair, and made them Sswear by God, saying, Ye shall not give 
your daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto 

26 your sons, or for yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Isracl 
sin by these things? yet “among many nations was there no 
king like him, ‘who was beloved of his God, and God made him 
king over all Israel: ‘nevertheless even him did outlandish 

Shall we then hearken unto you to do all 

this great evil, to “transgress against our God m marrying 

And ove of the sons “of Joiada, the son of 


oo ree Eliashib tho high priest, was son in law to Sanballat the 
“ch. 6.14. 29 IIoronite: therefore I chased him from me. *Remember them, 
ee O my God, 7because they have defiled the priesthood, and ° the 


' Heb. before the teall ? 
2 Or, multitude. 
3 Heb. had aaade to durell 


the Phoenicians and the Jews, after the 
Captivity (ISzra iii. 7). It was, however, a 
new fact, and one pregnant with evil con- 
sequences, that the ‘I'yrians should have 
established a permanent colony at Jerusa- 
lem. Its influence on the other inhabitants 
weakened the hold of the Law upon men’s 
consciences, anc caused it to be transgressed 
continually more and more openly. 

19, The gates were closed at the sunset of 
the day before the Sabbath; since the 
Sabbath was regarded a3 commencing on 
the previous evening. 

21. The lodging of the merchants with 
their merchandise just outside Jerusalem 
during the Sabbath, marked their im- 


with them. 
* Tich. they discerned nol to 
apeak, 


5 Heb. of people and people. 
6 Or, pees them. 
7 Heb. for the defilings. 


pavers for the moment when they might 
wing their wares in. This was thought by 
Nehemiah to he unseemly, and to have an 
irreligious tendency. 

22. I commanded the Levites]) At first 
Nehemiah had employed his own retinue 
(+, 19) in the work of keeping the gates. 
He now assigned the duty to the Levites, 
as one which properly belonged to them, 
since the object of the regulation was the 
due observance of the Sabbath. 

24. the specch of Ashdod] The Philistine 
language, which was akin to that of Egypt. 

according to the language of each people] 
The children spoke a mixed dialect, ha. 
Philistine, half Hebrew. 
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30 covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites. "Thus cleansed p en, 10. 30, 
I them from all strangers, and ¢appointed the waris of the priests ¢ ch, 15.1, 

31 and the Levites, every one in his business; and for "the wood &c. 
offering, at times appointed, and for the firstfruits. *Remem- 7 ¢h.1,9) 
ber me, O my God, for good. Ns 


& 


30. the wards] Rather, “the offices or ob- probably that described in xi. 10-22. 
servances,” ehemiah’s arrangement is 


